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| VINDICATION| 


OF THE . 
Rev. Mr. WESLEY's Laſt Minutes: 


* OCCASIONED BY © 


A circular, printed Letter, 
Inviting principal Perſons, 


Both Clergy and Laity, 


A8 WELL OF THE 


 Diſſenters as of the eſtabliſhed Church, 


Who diſapprove of moe Minutes, 
To oppoſe Jem 3 in a Body, as a dreagful Heroes 


AND DESIGNED 


To remove Prejudice, check Raſhneſs, prowiets 
Forbearance, defend the Character of an eminent 
Miniſter df Chriſt, and prevent ſome important 
— Truths from being Wa brand. as be. 8. | 
Tctica 


ln FIVE LETTERS. LY 
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To the Hon. and Rev. Author of the ca 4110 
et ter. 8 4 F be 8 IST i 


2 how of Quietneſi and Liberty of Gan fiene. 

If God is not partial in the Diſtribution of his 
pardoning Grace to any. particular Church, Set, 
or Opinion, why doth the narrow Heart of Man 
. with” or without '* malice thoſe who pre- 
ume to differ from him?” Serm. of the Han, a 

E. A. N | TER 
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A Copy of the caviar, Mintel Letter, which 


has given occaſion to this Vindicitions to 


which is annexed a copy of the Rev. Mr. 
Meſley's Minutes. 


SIN, 


N ereas Mr. Weſley's Conference 7s to be 
held at Briſtol, on Tuesday the 6. Auguſt next, 
25 propoſed by Lady HUNTINGDON and 
many other Chriſtian Friends (rea! Proteſtants) 
5 par a Meeting - 1 at =. ſame time, 
of fuch principal Perſons both Clergy & Lait 
who d e 7 the er Minutes; ber. 
as the 4 are t 1 injurious to the very Fun- 
damental Principles ker tamty, it is further. 
propoſed, that t 6-4 in a body to the ſaid con- 


ference, and in/i/t upon a 1 Recantation of 


the /aid Minutes; and in caſe of a refuſal, that 
| they ſign and T 2 their Proteſt again/t them. 
Your preſence, SIR, on this occaſion is particu- 
larly requeſted : But if Ne rare not ſuit your con- 
venence. to be there, it is deſired that you will tran}- 
mit your. fentiments on the ſubjett to ſuch perſon as 
you thagf proper to produce them, It 2s ab mit- 
ted lo Pu, whether it would not be right, in the 
oþpoſitron to be made to ſuch a dreadful Hereſy, 7s 
recommend it to as many of your Chriſtian Friends, 
as well of the Diſſenters, as o the eſtabliſhed 
Church, as you can prevail on to be t 
being of 7 public @ nalure. 


tem SIR Pour obedtent Servant, 
* WALTER SHIRLEY. 
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P. S. Your anſwer is defired, directed ts the 
Counteſs of Huntingdon, or the Rev. Mr. Shir- 
ley, or John LLoyd Eſq; in BATH; or Mr. 
James Ireland Merchant BRISTOL; or ts 
homas Powis Eſq; at Berwick near SHREWS- 
BURY; or to Richard Hill Eſq; at Hawkſtone 
near Whitchurch Shropſhire. Lodgings will be 
provided. Enquire at Mr. Ireland's Briſtol. 


. EXTRACT from the MINUTES of ſome 
late CONVERSATIONS, between the Rev. 

Mr. Weſley, and others, at a public Conference, 
held in London, Auguſt 7, 1770, and printed by 
W. PINE, BRISTOL 


Take heed to your Doctrine. 
We ſaid in 1744. We have leaned too 


much toward Calviniſm.” Wherein ? 


1. With regard to Man's Faithfulne/s. Our 
Lord himſelf taughtus to uſe the expreſſion. And |. 
we ought never to be aſhamed of it. We ought | 
Readily to aſſert, on his authority, that if a man | 
is not faithful in the unrighteous mammon, God 
will not give Aim the true riches. 18 


. With regard to working for life. This alſo 
bur Lord has expreſly commanded us. Mabour 
\KRGAZESTHE, faerally work for the meat that 
endureth to everlaſting liſe. d in fact every 
HBeliever, till he comes to glory, works for as 
well as from life. 5 | 


- 


3. We have received it as a maxim, that * a 
man is to do nothing, in order to juſtificationz"] - 
Nothing can be more falſe. Whoever defives|. 
to find favor with God, ſhould cea/e from evil NM 
and learn to de well. Whoever repents, ſhould 
mY * 5 = 


ö . 6 


do works meet for repentance. And if this is not 
in order to find favor, what does he do them 
or? | 4 
© þ Review the whole affair, 


1. Who of us is nom accepted of God? 
He that now believes in Chriſt, with a loving 
» | obedient heart. 


2. But who among thoſe that never hd of 

* | Chriſt ? 

4 He that feareth God, and worketh righteouſ- 
nefs according to the light he has. 


I g. Is this the ſame with, He that is ſincereꝰ ? 
Nearly, if not quite. 


BY Is not this “ Salvation by Works??? 
d Not by the Merit of works, but by works, as 
be | Condition. 


a | 5 What have we then been — about 
I for theſe thirty years? 
Jam n afraid U words. 


"i 6. to Merit itſelf. af which we have been 

„ Ho drea Ifully aſraid: We are rewarded, accord- 
ing to our works, yea becauſe of our works. How 
does this differ from ſor the ſale of our works? 
as And how differs this from ſecundum merua er 
rum? As our works de/erve? Can you ſplit thi 
hair? I doubt, I cannot. | 


2 | 

* - The grand o objeQion 1 to one of the nat; 
res); 25 ropoſitions, is drawn from matter of fact. 
iy does in fatt juſtify thoſe, who by their own 


— * feared nor wronght righ- 
15 Ag =" 11 
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teouſneſs. Is this an exception to the general 
rule? 1 ies RT 
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It is a doubt, if God makes any exception at all. 
But how are we ſure, that the perſon in queſtion 
never. did fear God and work righteouſneſs? 
His own ſaying ſo is not proof: For we know, 
how all that are convinced of ſin, undervalue 
themſelves in every reſpett. 


| 
| 


8. Does not talking of a juſtified or a ſanQ- 
fied State, tend to miſlead men? Almoſt na- 
turally leading them to truſt, in what was done 
in one moment ? Whereas we are every 
hour and every moment pleaſing or diſpleaſing 
to God, according to our works ? According 
to the whole of our inward tempers, and ou 
outward behaviour. 5 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 
HE date of the following Letters ſhews, that 


= they were wrote before the late Conference . 
being deſigned to be publicly read at that time 
But not being ſent Joon 2 to the Printer, the 
were not . tell the Conference was ended 
It was then doubted, Whether tt would not be need 
le to publiſh them ?. But it ſeemed to be needfu 
ill, 1. To remove the all impreſſions whach Ra 
been made by the Circular Letter, both in England 
. © - Scotland and Ireland: And 2. To give ſome ther 

to the Antmomumſm, which is fill ſpreading 
' . "throughout the three kingdoms. 


Ex Sc KEIZEDS —— KEDEED 


wretch : nay, you have 

terms in your excellent ſermon on the fear of man. 
How often, ſay you, do men ſneakingly forſake 
* their friends, inſtead of gloriouſly erer 


IST LETTER 


Hon. and Rev. Six, | 


8 EFORE a Judge aſſes ſentence upon a perſon 


accuſed of the e hears what his neighbours 


| have to ſay for his character. Mr, Welley, I grant, 
is accuſed of what is worle than theft, dreadful he- 


reſy; and I know that whoſoever maintains 2 


dreaful hereſy is a dreadful heretic, and that the 


church of Rome ſhews no mercy to ſuch : but may 


not real Proteſtants 1 ·1 10 with the 8 of a 
felon one whom they ſo lately reſpected as a bro- 


ther? And may not I, an old friend and acquain- 
tance of his, be permitted to ſpeak a word in his 

favour, before he is branded in the forehead, as he 
has already been in the back? 2 


This ſtep, I fear, will coſt me m reputation (if 
I have any) and involve me in the ſame condemna- 


tion with him whoſe cauſe, together with that of 


truth, I deſign to plead: but when humanity 


-prompts, when gratitude calls, when friendſhip ex- 
cites, when nat invites, when juſtice demands, 


when truth requires and conſcience ſummons ; he 
does not deſerve the name of a Chriftzan friend,who, 
for any conſideration, hefitates to vindicate what he 
eſteems truth, and to ſtand by an aggrieved friend, 
brother, and father. Were I not, Sir, on ſuch an 


| occaſion as this, to ſtep out of my beloved SD 


you might deſervedly r re me as a daftardly 
ready done it. in general 


ag 
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ie againſt a powerful adverſary, even when their 
«© cauſe is juſt, for reaſons naſtily prudential, for 
«© fear of giving umbrage to a ſuperior party or in- 
“ tereſt,” | 
Theſe generous words of your's, Rev. Sir, toge- 
ther with the leave you give both churchamen 
and diſſenters, to direct to you their anſwers to your 
circular letter, are my excuſe for intruding upon 
you by this epiſtle, and my apology for begging your 
candid.attention, while I attempt to convince you 
that my friend's principles and minutes are not he- 
retical: in order to this I ſhall lay before you, and 
the ae 08 perſons both clergy and laity, 'whom 
you have from all parts of England and Wales con- 
vened at Briſtol by printed letters, 7 
I. A general view of the Rev. Mr. Weſley's 
doctrine: 5 
II. An account of the commendable deſign of his 
minutes: | 2 
III. A vindication of the propoſitions which they 
contain, by arguments taken from ſcripture, reaſon, 
and experience; and by quotations from eminent 
calviniſt divines who have ſaid the fame things in 
different words. 
And ſuppoſe you, yourſelf, Sir, in particular 
ſhould ap _ to — * aſſertor of Se Rally 
which you call a dreadful hereſy in Mr. W. I hope 
vou will not refuſe me leave to conclude by expoſ- 
tulating with you upon your conduct in this affair, 
and recommending to you, and our other Chriſtian 
friends, the forbearance which you recommend to 
others in the words of my motto. Why doth the 
narrow heart of man e. with malice, or raſhnefs, 
thoſe who prefume to differ from him! Yea, and what 
is moſt extraordinary; thoſe who agree with him in 
all eſſential points 7 5 TOO PAY 
I. When, in an intricate caſe, a prudent Judge 
is afraid to paſs an unjuſt ſentence, he inquires, as I 
obſerved, into the general conduct of the perſon ac- 
cuſed, and by that means frequently finds out the 
truth which he inveſtigates, As that method =_ 


(9) 

be of ſervice in the preſent caſe, it me, Sir, 
to lay before you a general view of Mr. W. 's doc- 
trine. | | 

(..) For above theſe ſixteen years I have heard 
him frequently in his chapels, and ſometimes in 
my church; I have familiarly converſed and cor- 
reſpended with him, and have often peruſed his 
numerous works in verſe and proſe: and I can 
truly fay, that during all that time I have heard him, 
upon every proper occaſion, ſteadily maintain the 
total fall of man in Adam, and his utter inability to 
recover himſelf, or take any one ſtep towards his 
recovery, without the grace of God preventing him that. 
he may have a good will, and working with him when he 
has that good will, 
. The deepeſt expreſſions that ever ſtruck my ears, 
on the melancholy ſubje& of our natural depravi 
and helpleſſneſs, are thoſe which dropped from his 
24 and I have ever obſerved that he conſtantlx 
aſcribes to divine grace, not only the works 
and holy tempers of believers, but all the good 
thoughts of upright Heathens, and the good defires 
of thoſe profeſſors whom he ſees begin in the Spirit 
and end in the fleſh; when, to my great furpriſe, ſome 
of thoſe who accuſe him of © robbing God of the 
glory of his grace, and aſcribing too much to 
% man's power,” directly or indirectly maintain, 
that Demas and his fellow apoſtates never had any 
grace; and that if once they went on far in the 
ways of God, it was merely by the force of fallen 
nature; a ſentiment which Mr. W. looks u as 
diametrically oppoſite to the humbling aſſertion of 
our Lord, Without me ye can do nothing, and which 
he _ no more admit than the rankeſt pela» 
lan . e 
5 (2.) I muſt likewiſe teſtify that he faithfully 
— out Chriſt as the only way of ſalvation; and 

rongly recommends faith as the only means of re- 
ceiving him, and all the benefits of his righteous. 
life and meritorious death: and truth obliges me to 
declare, that he frequently expreſſes his Keese: 


(+6 ) 


ef the errors of modern Phariſees, who laugh at 
original ſin, ſet up the powers of fallen man, cry 
down the operations of God's Spirit, deny the abſo- 
late necefhity of the blood and ee Chriſt, 
and refuſe him the glory of all the good that may 
be found in Jew or Gentile, And you will not 
without difficulty, Sir, find m England, and perhaps 
in all the world, a miniſter who hath borne more 
frequent teſtimonies, either from the pulpit or the 
preſs, againſt thoſe dangerous errors. All his works 
confirm my aſſertion, eſpecially his fermons on origi - 
nal ſin, and falvation by faith, and his maſterly re- 
futation of Dr. Taylor, the wiſeſt Arian, Pelagian, 


and Socinian of our age. Nor am I afraid to have 


this teſtimony confronted with his minutes, being 
fully perſuaded that, when they are candidly ex- 
plained, they rather confirm than overthrow it. 
_ © His preaching of the fall and the recovery is at- 
tended with a peculiar advantage, it is cloſe and 
experimental: he not only points out the truth of 
thoſe doctrines, but preſſes his hearers to cry to 
God that they may feel their weight upon their 
heart. Some open thoſe great truths very clearly, 
but let their congregations reſt, like the ſtony 
ground hearers, in the firſt emotions of ſorrow and 

which the word frequently excites. Not ſo 
Mr. Weſley ; he will have true penitents feel the 
plague of their own hearts, travel, be heavy „ and 
receive the fentence of death in themfelves according to the 
glorious miniſtration of condemnation : and according ts 


the miniſtration of the ſpirit which exceeds in glory, he 


inſiſts upon true behevers knowing for themſelves, 
that Fejus hath power on earth to forgive fins, and aſ- 
ſerts that they taſte the good word of God and the powers 
of the world to come, and that they are made partakers 
_ of the Holy Ghoſt and the divine nature; the Spirit it- 
felf- bearing untueſs with their ſhirit that they are the 
children of God, © © 2 ck 
- {$g.) The next fundamental doctrine in Chriſtia- 


nity, is that of holineſs of heart and life; and no 
one can accuſe here Mr. W. of leaning to the Anti- 
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nomian deluſion, which makes void the law through 
a ſpeculative and barren faith ; on the contrary, he 
appears to be peculiarly ſet for the defence of prac- 
tical religion : for, inſtead of repreſenting Chriſt as 
the miniſter of fin with ranters, to the great grief and 
offence of many, he ſets him forth as a compleat 
Saviour from fin. Not ſatisfied to preach holineſs 

un, he preaches finiſhed holineſs, and calls be- 
lievers to ſuch a degree of heart-purifying faith, as 
may enable them continually to triumph in Chriſt, as 
being made to them of God fanti:fication as well as 
Nighteouſneſs, | 


It is, I grant, his misfortune - (if indeed it is one) | 


to preach a fuller ſalvation than moſt profeſſors ex- 
belt to enjoy here; for he aſſerts that 3 can make 
clean the ie Ho as well as the outſide, of his veflels 
unto honour; that he hath power on earth to fave his 
people from their fins, and that his blood cleanſes from 
all fin, from the guilt and defilement both of original 
and actual corruption. He is bold enough to de- 
clare with St. John, that F we ſay we have uo ſin, 
either by nature or practice, we deceive ourſelues and 
the truth is not in us; but if we confeſs our ſins, God is 


aithful and juſt to forgive us our in, and to CLEANSE | 
s from all unri 323 He is legal enough not to 


be aſhamed of theſe words of Moles, The Lord thy 
to love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with all 
thy ſoul, that thou mayeſt live. And he dares to be- 
lieve that the Lord can perform the words which 
he ſpoke by Ezekiel: I will fprinkle clean water upon 


and from ALL your idols will I cleanſe you. A new 
heart alſo will I give you; 1 will take away the ſtony 
heart out of your fleſh, and I will give an heart of 


leſh : and I will put my ſpirit within you, and cauſe 
you to walk in my ſtatutes ; and ye Mall keep my judg- 
nts and do them. I will alſo fave you from ALL 


our uncleanneſſes,” Hence it is that he conſtantly 


xhorts his hearers to grow in grace, and in the know- 


doe of the Saviour; till by a ſtrong and lively — 8 


God will circumciſe thine heart, and the heart of thy feed, 


you, and you fhall be clean; from AL your filthineſs, - 


| 
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they can continually reckon themſelves to be dead in- 
deed unto fin, but alive unte God through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord : he tells them that he who committeth fin is 
the ſervant of fin, That our old man is crucified with 
Chrift that the body of fin might be deſtroyed, that hence- 
forth we ſhould not ſerve fin, —That if the Son ſhall 
make them free they ſhall be free indeed. —And that, 
although the law of the ſpirit of life in Chriſt Feſus will 
not deliver them from the innocent infirmities 
incident to fleſh and blood, it- will nevertheleſs 
make them free from the law of fin and death, and en- 
able them to ſay with holy triumph, How fhall we 
that are dead to fin live any longer therein ? In a word, 
he thinks that God can ſo ſhed abroad his love in our 
hearts by the Holy Ghoſt given unto us, as to ſanfify 
us wholly, foul, body and ſpirit; and enable us to re- 
joice evermore, 12 without ceaſing, and in every thing 
give thanks, And he is perſuaded that he who can do 
far exceeding abundantly above all that we can aff or 
"think, is able to fill us with the perfect love which 
| 75 out fear; that we, being delivered out of the hands 
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e our enemies, may have the mind that was in Chriſt, 
bie righteous as the wan Jeſus was righteous, walk as 
ne alſo walked; and be in our meaſure as he was in 
the world, he as the ſtock of the tree of ryyhtepuſneſs 
and we as the branches, having our fruit from hin 
-unto holineſs, and ſerving God. without fear in true 
raghteouſnefs all the days of our life. TESTES 
This he ſometimes calls full ſanctifcation, the 
ſtate of fathers in Chriſt, or the glorious liberty of the 
children of God; ſometimes a being ftrengthened, 
ftabliſhed, and ſettled; or being rooted and grounded 
in love but moſt commonly he calls it Chriſtian 
perfection; a word which, though uſed by the apol- 
tles in the ſame ſenſe, cannot be uſed by him with 
out raifing the pity or indignation of one half of the 
religious world; ſome making it the ſubject of theiq 
pious ſneers, and godly Jampoons; while others tel} 
you roundly they abhor it above every thing i 
the creation,” 5 . 
| Tantaj d 
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(13) | 
Tantæne animis cœleſtibus irz ! 

On account of this dofririe it is that he is tra- 
duced as a Phariſee, a Papiſt, an Anti-chriit; ſome 
of his oppoſers taking it for granted that he makes 
void the prieſtly office of Chriſt, by afirming that 
his. blood can ſo compleatly waſh us here from our 
fins, that at death we ſhall be found of him in peace, 
without fpot, wrinkle, or any ſuch thing; while others, 
to colour their oppolition to the many ſcriptures. 
which he brings to ſupport this unfaſhionable doc- 
trine, give it out that he only wants the old man fo 
refined in all his tempers, and regulated. in all his 
outward behaviour as to appear perfect in the fleſh - 
or, in other terms, that he ſets up phariſaic ſelf, 
inſtead of Chriſt compleatly formed in us as the full 
hope of glory. But I muſt (for one) do him the 
Juſtice to ſay he is miſapprehended, and that what 
he calls perfection, is nothing but the rich cluſter 
of all the ſpiritual bleſſings promiſed to believers in 
the goſpel; and, among the reſt, a. continual ſenſe. - 
of the virtue of Chriſt's atoning and purifying” 
blood, preventing both old guilt from returning, 
and new guilt from faſtening, upon the conſcience; 
together with the deepeſt conſciouſneſs of our help- 
leſſneſs and nothingnels in our beſt eſtate, the moſt 
indearing diſcoveries of the Redeemer's love, and 
the moſt humbling and yet raviſhing views of his 
glorious fullneſs; witneſs theſe lines which con- 
clude one of his favourite hymns on that ſubje&, 


Confound o'er-power me with thy grace; 
I would be by myſelf abhor'd : 
(All might, all majeſty, all praiſe, 
All glory be to Chriſt my Lord. 
O let me gain perſections height, 
O let me into nothing fall, 
e leſs than nothing in my ſight, 
And feel that Chriſt is all in all. 


| (4. But this is not all, he holds allo general re- 


nta demption, and its neceſſary conſequences, which 
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ſome acceunt dreadful herefies. He. aſſerts with St. 
Faul, that Chriſt, by the GRACE of God, taſted depth 
 * for every man; and this grace he calls free, as extend- 
ing itſelf freely to all. Nor can he help expreſſing 
his ſurpriſe at thoſe pious miniſters, who maintain 
that the Saviour keeps his grace, as they ſuppoſe he 
| _ his blond, from the greateſt part of mankind, 
- yet engroſs.to themſelves the title of preachers of 
Free grace. 
| He frequently. obſerves, with the ſame Apoſtle, 
that Chrift is the Saviour of Al. L men, but gfpectally of 
© them that believe; and that God will have ALL men to 
be ſaved, conſiſtently, with their moral agency, and 
the tenor of his goſpel. : 
With St, John he maintains that God is love, and 
_ »that Chriſt, is the propitiation not only for our fins, but 
. alſo for the fins of the wnoLE-world : with David he 
athrms that God's mercy is over all his works, and with 
St. Peter, that the. Lord is not willing that any ſhould 
1 periſh, lu that ALL. ſhould come to repentance ; yea, 
that Cod, without hypocriſy, commangdeth ALL, men 
EVERY WHERE fo 7efent. Accordingly he ſays 
.awith the Son of God, Whoſoever will, let him come, 
end take of the water of life freely; and after his bleſ- 
ſed example, as well as by his gracious command, 
he preaches the goſpel To every creature, which he ap- 
prehends would be inconſiſtent with common ho- 
neſty, if there was not a goſpel ror every creature. 
Nor.can he doubt of it in the leaſt, when he 
. conſiders that Chriſt is a king as well as a prieſt, | 
that we are under a law to Him, that thoſe men who 
will not have him reign over them, ſhall be brought and 
ain before him, yea, that he ſhall judge the ſecrets of 
men according to St, Paul's Goſpel, take vengeance cf 
all them that (bey not his own goſbel, and be the author 
- of eternal ſalvalion to none but them that obey him. 
With this principle, as with a Key given ps by 
God himſelf, he opens thoſe things which are hard 
to be underſtood in the epiſtles of St. Paul, and which 
they that are unlearned and unſtable wreſt, as they do 
ame other ſcrittures, If not to their own deſtruction, 
8 | 1 ö „ ok 5 
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at leaſt to the overt hrowing of tie faith of fomb week 


Chriſtians, and the hardening o 
infidels. | | 
As a true Son of the Church of England he be- 
heves that Chrift redeemed him and AlL mankind ; that 
for us dt x; and not merely for the elect, he came 
down from heaven, and made upon the croſs, a full, oo 
fect, and ſufficient ſacrifice, oblation, and jatisfatton. 
for the ſens of the whoLE world, Like an honeſt 
man, and yet a man of ſenſe, he fo ſubſcribed the 
17th Article as not to reje& the gift, which he 
thinks of equal force and much' more explicit ; 
and therefore, as the 17th Article authoriſes him, 
he receives God's promiſes in ſuth wiſe as they are ge- 
nerally ſet forth in holy ſcripture ; rejecting, after the 
example of our Governors in church and ſtate, the 
Lambeth Articles, in which the doctrine of a5/0- 
lute, unconditional election and reprobation was 
maintained, and which ſome Calviniſt Divines in 
the days of Queen Elizabeth, vainly attempted to 
impoſe upon theſe kingdoms by adding them to 
the gg Articles. Far therefore from thinking he , 
does not ac a fair part,; in reje&ing the doctrin e 
of particular redemption; he cannot conceive by 
what ſalvo the conſciences of thoſe miniſters who 
embrace it, can permit them to ſay to each of their 
communicants, The blood of Chriſt was ſhed for u; 
and to baptize promiſcuouſly art children within 
their reſpective pariſhes,' in the name of the Son and 


many, very many 


cf the Holy Ghoſt, when all that are unredeemed have 


no more right to the blood, name, and Spirit ot 


: Chriſt than Lucifer himſelf. 


Thus far Mr. W. agrees with Arminius, becauſe 
he thinks that illuſtrious Divine agreed thus far 


with the ſcriptures, and all the early Fathers of 
the church. But if Arminius (as the Author of 


Pietas Oxonienſis affirms in his letter to Dr. Adams) 
& deny'd that man's nature is totally corrupt, and 
« aſſerted that he hath ſtill a freedom of will to 
© turn to God, but not without the aſſiſtance of 


grace, Mr. W. is no Arminian, for he ſtrongfy 


B a. allerts 
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aſſerts the total fall of man, and conſtantly main- 
tains that by nature man's will is only free to evil, 
and that divine grace muſt firſt prevent, and then 
continually further him, to make him willing and 
able to turn to God, | fa 5 

I muſt however confeſs that he does not, as ſome 
real Proteſtants, continually harp upon the words 
free grace, and free will, but he gives reaſons of 
conſiderable weight for it. (1.) Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles never did ſo: (2.) He knows the word 
grace neceſſarily implies the freeneſs of a favour, 
and the word will the freedom of our choice: and 
he has too much ſenſe to delight in perpetual tau- 
tology. (g.) He finds by bleſſed experience that 
when the will is touched by divine grace, and 
vields to the touch, it is as free to good, as it was 
before to evil, He dares not therefore make the 
maintaining of free will, any more than of /ree breath, 
the criterion of an unconverted man, On the con- 
trary, he believes none are converted but thoſe 
who have a free will to follow Jeſus; and far from 
being aſhamed to be called a free-willer, he affirms 
it is as eſſential to all men to be freewilling crea- 
tures, as to be rational animals; and he ſuppoſes he 
can as ſoon find a diamond or a flint without gra- 
vity, as a good or bad man without free-will, 

Nor will I conceal that I never heard him uſe 
that favourite expreſſion of ſome good men, Wh 
me? Why me? Though he is not at all againſt their 
uſing it, if they can Þ it to edification. But as he 
does not ſee that any of the ſaints, either of the 
old or new Teſtament, ever uſed it, he is afraid to 
be humble and wife above what 1s written, leſt volun- 


tary humility ſhould introduce refined pride before 


he is aware. Doubting therefore whether he can 
fay, Why me ? Why me? Without the ſelf-pleaſing 
idea of his being preferred to thouſands, or without 
a touch of the ſecret ſelf-applauſe that tickles the 
Phariſce's heart when he thanks Cod hie is not as other 
men, he leaves the faſhionable exclamation to others, 


With all the refinements of modern divinity 3. and 


chuſes 


(nn) 
chuſes to keep to St. Paul's expreſſion, He loved mb, 


which implies no excluſion of his poor fellow ſin- 
ners: or to that of the royal Pſalmiſt, Lord, what is 
MAN that thou art mindful of hem; and the o ory 
MAN that thou viſiteſt him | | | 
5 (5-) As a conſequence of the doctrine of general 
redemption, Mr. W. lays down two axioms of 
which he never loſes fight in his preaching. The 
firſt is, that ALL our SALVATION Is or GOD ty 

_ Cnxisr, and therefore or GRACE; all opportunt- 
ties, invitations, inclination, and power to believe 
being beſtowed upon us of mere grace—grace molt 
abſolutely free: and ſo far I hope that all who are 
called goſpel-miniſters agree with Him: but he pro- 
ceeds farther, for ſecondly, he aſſerts with equal 
confidence, that according to the goſpetdiſpenſation, 
ALL OUR DAMNATION Is OF OURSELVES, by our 
obſtinate unbelief, and avoidable unfaithfulneſs; 
as we may neglect ſo great ſalvation, 2 be excuſed 
from coming to the feaſt of the Lamb, make light of 7 
God's gracious offers, refuſe to occupy, bury our t 
lent; and act the part of the flothful ſervant ; or in 
other words, refit, grieve, do deſpite to, and quench 


a. A 2 ki. 
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the = of grace, BY OUR MORAL AGENCY. | 
The firſt of theſe evangelical axioms he builds 
upon ſuch ſcriptures as theſe : In me is thy help — 
Look unto me and be ſaded — No man cometh unto me 
75 the Father draw him — hat haſt thou that then 


. 


haft not received? Ve are not ſufficient to think aright 
of ourſelves, all our ſufficiency is of God---Chnift is ex- 
alted to give repentance— Faith is the giſt of God— © 
Without me ye can do nothing, &c. &&. | 

And the ſecond he founds upon ſuch paſſages as 
theſe, This is the condemnation, that liglit is come ino 
the world, and men loved darkneſs rather than light-—Ye 
always reſiſt the Holy Ghoſt---They 1ejefed the counſel of 
Cod towards them ſelves. -G rieve not the Spirit Quench. ' 
not the Spirit. My Spirit. Mall not always ſtrive with 
man Turn, why will ye die? Kiſs the Son leſt ye perifht 
Agave Jezebel time to repent and ſhe repented not 
Tie goodnefs of God leads, N. B. not drags, thes to te 
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_ truths which God has joined together, he makes all ex- 


0 15 ? 


pentance, who after thy hardneſs and impenitent heurt 
treaſureſt up wrath unto thyſelf — Thetr eyes have they 
cloſed left they ſhould fee and be converted, and, I ſhould} 
heal them---See that ye refuſe not him that ſpeaketh from | 
heaven---T ſet before you life and death, chuſe life! Ye! 


will not come unto me that ye miglit have life,--1 wouLD 


have gathered you, and ye WOULD NOT, &c. &c. 


As to the MORAL AGENCY of man, Mr, W. thinks 


it cannot be denied upon the principles of com- 


mon ſenſe, and civil government : much leſs upon 
thoſe of natural and revealed religion : as nothing 
would be more abſurd than to bind us by laws of a 
civil or ſpiritual nature; nothing more foolifh than 
to propolis to us puniſhments and rewards; and 
nothing more capricious than to inflict the one or 


| beſtow the other upon us; if we were not MORAL 


AGENTS, | | | 

He is therefore perſuaded the moſt compleat 
ſyſtem of divinity is that in which neither of thoſe 
two axioms is ſuperſeded : it is bold and unſcrip- 
tural to ſet up the one at the expence of the other : 
the Prophets, the Apoſtles, and Jeſus Chriſt left us 
no ſuch precedent : and to avoid what is termed 


legality, we muſt not run into refinements which 


they knew nothing of, and make them perpetually 
contradict themſelves : nor can we without an open 
violation of the laws of candour and criticiſm, lay 
a greater ſtreſs upon a few obſcure and controvert- 


<d paſſages, than upon an hundred plain and irre- 


fragable ſcripture proofs. He therefore ſuppoſes 
that thoſe perſons are under a capital miſtake, who 
maintain only -the firſt goſpel-axiom, and under 
pretence of ſecuring to God all the glory of the ſal- 
vation of one elect, give to perhaps twenty repro- 


| bates full room to lay all the blame of their dam- 


nation, either upon their firſt parents or their Crea- 
tor. This way of making twenty real holes, in or- 
der to ſtop a 12 57 one, he cannot ſee conſiſtent 
either with wiſdom or ſcripture, | 


Thinking it therefore ſafeſt not to put aſunder the 


tremes 
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tremes meet in one Bleſſed fcriptural medium, 
With the Antinomian he: preaches, God worketh in 
you bath to will and to do; of his good pleaſure ; and 
with the legaliſt he cries, Work out therefore your 
own-ſalvation with fear and trembling : and: thus he 
has all St. Paul's doctrine. With the ranter he 
ſays, God has choſen you, you are eleft : but as it is 
tro ſanctification of the Spirit, and belief of the truth; 
with the diſciple of Moſes he infers, Make your 
calling and election jure, for ir ye vo theſe things ye 


ſhall never fall. Thus he preſents his hearers with 


all St, Peter's ſyſtem of truth, which the others had 
rent in pieces. — 
Again, according to the firſt axiom he ſays with 
the perfect Preacher, All things are now ready; but 
with him he adds alſo according to the ſecond, 
Come, leſt you never taſte the goſpel feaſt. Think- 
ing it extremely dangerous not to divide the mord of 
God aright, he endeavours to give to every one the por- 
tion of it that ſuits him, cutting according to times, 
perſons, and circumſtances either with the ſoft or 
the rough edge of his ?wo-edged ſword. Therefore 
when he addreſſes thoſe that are ſteady, and par. 
takers of the goſpel grace from the 744 day until now, 
as the Philippians, he makes uſe of his firſt principle, 
and teſtifies /izs confidencethat he who hath begun a good 
work in them will perform it until the day of Chrift, But 
when he expoſtulates with perſons that ran well, 
and do not now obey the truth, according to his ſe- 
cond axiom, he ſays to them, as St. Paul did to the 
Galatians, I tand in doubt of you ; ye are fallen from 
race. | ; 
; In ſhort, he would think that he mangled the 
goſpel, and forgat part of his awful commiſſion, if 
when he has declared that he who believeth ſhall be 
ſaved, he did not alſo add, that he who. belteveth not 
ſhall be damned; or, which is the ſame, that none pe- 
riſh merely for Adam's fin, but for their own un- 
belief, and wilful rejection of the Saviour's grace, 
Thus he advances God's glory every way, intire- 
ly aſcribing to his mercy and grace all the RIES 
0 


(20) 


of the elect, and compleatly freeing him from the 
blame of directly or indirectly hanging the mill- 
ſtone of damnation about the neck of the repro- 
bate. And this he effectually does by ſhewing that 
the. former owe all they are,*and all they have to 
creating, preſerving, and redeeming love, whoſe 
innumerable. bounties they freely and continually 
receive; and that the rejection of the latter has ab- 
ſolutely no cauſe but their obſtinate rejecting of that 
aſtoniſhing mercy which wept over Jeruſalem; and 
prayed, and bled even for thoſe that ſhed the aton- 
ing blood—the blood that expiated all fin but that 
of final unbelief, * 
T have now finiſhed my ſketch of Mr. W.'s 
dactrine, ſo far as it has fallen under my obſerva- 
tion during above ſixteen years particular acquain- 
tance with him and his works: it is not my deſign 
Sir, to inquire into the truth of his ſentiments, 
much leſs ſhall I attempt to prove them orthodox, 
according to the ideas that ſome neal proteſtants en- 
tertain of orthodoxy. This only I beg leave to ob- 
ferve, ſuppoſe he is miſtaken in all the ſcriptures 
on which he: founds his doctrines of Chriſtian per- 
feftion, and general redemption, yet his miſtakes 
ſeem rather to ariſe from a regard for Chriſt's glory; 
-than from enmity to his offices: and all together 
do not amount to any hereſy at all; the fundamen- 
tal doctrines of Chriſtianity, namely, the fall of 
man, juſtification by the merits of Chriſt, ſanctifi- 
cation by the agency of the Holy Ghoſt, and the 
worſhip.of the one true God in the myſterious diſ- 
tinction of Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, as it is 
maintained in the three creeds, not being at all af- 
fected by any of his peculiar ſentiments, 
But you poſſibly imagine, Sir, that he has lately 
changed his doctrine, and adopted a new» ſyſtem. 
If you de, you are under a.very great miſtake, and 
to convince you of it, permit me to conclude this 
letter by a paragraph of ene which Lreceived ſrom 


him laſt ſpring, Balooys 


— ——— — — 
— —üj—dͤ . —U— —᷑ — — 
—U— — — — 
N 5 — * 
— » —— 
ro 
5 * 


— Re 
r * 2 
— = 12 


— 
— — 


— — 
. 
. -n ³⁰¹b⁊̃⁊̃— we _ 


1 
+ 4 
1 
: 
+ FB 
"4 

. 


| | 
11 ; 
Wl 


1. 
$18 
nt g 
[ 1 wm 
12100 
4 
7 | 
"1 
i? 
Rt f 
7 
* 
x f 


— — 


— — , 
an — —ͤ— —— nn 
— — — 
* n 1 
- om $ 


(=) 


T always did (for between theſe thirty and forty years) 
clearly afſert the total fall of man, and his utter ina- 
bility to do any good of humfelf : the abſolute neceſſity of 
the grace and Spirit of God to raiſe even a good thought 
or defire in our hearts : the Lord's rewarding no work, 
and accepting of none, but ſo far as they proceed from his 
preventing, convincing and converting grace thro' the 
Beloved. The blood and righteouſneſs of Chrift being the 
fole meritorious cauſe of our ſalvation. And who 1s there 
in England that has aſſerted theſe things more ftrongly 
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Hon. and Rev. Sir, 


, "Your obedient ſervant, in the bond of a 

ö | peace ful goſpel, | 
| Cats 0 
| e 
| Manzty, 

July 29, 1771, 
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and ſteadily than I have dont ? Leaving you to an- 
ſwer this queſtion, I remain with due reſpect, 
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SECOND: LETTER 
' Hon, and Rev, Sir, 


* © ed proved that Mr. W.'s doctrine is not 

heretical, permit me to conſider the pon” 

tions which cloſe the minutes of his laſt conference, 

on which, it ſeems, your charge of. dreadful herejy 
is founded, A 

They wear, I confeſs a new aſpe&, and ſuch is 

the force of prejudice and attachment to particular 


modes of expreſſion, that at firſt they appeared to 


me very unguarded, if not altogether erroneous, 
But when the din of the ſevere epithets, beſtowed 


upon them by ſome warm friends, Was ous of -my 


ears; when I had prayed to the Father of lights 
for meekneſs of — uy and given place to calm 
reflection, I ſaw them in quite a different light. 
Our Lord commands us not to judge according to the 
appearance, but to judge righteous judgment ; appearan- 
ces therefore r a. fufhcient 4 con- 
demn any man, much leſs an elder, and ſuch an 
elder as Mr. W. I conſidered beſides, that the 
circumſtances in which a/ miniſter ſometimes finds 


himſelf with reſpe& to his hearers, and particular 


errors ſpreading among them, may oblige him to 


do or ſay things, which tho? very right according to 
the time, place, perſons, and junRures, may yet 


appear very wrong to thoſe who do not ſtand juſt 
where he does, I ſaw for example, that if St. 
Paul had been in St. James's circumſtances, he 
{would have preached juſtification in as guarded a 
manner as St. James; and that if St, James had 
been in St, Paul's place, he would have preached 


ts) 
it. as freely as St. Paul: and. I recollefted that in 


ſome places St. Paul himſelf ſeems even more legal 


than St. James. See Rom. ii. 7, 10, 14. Gal. vi. 
7, &c. and 1 Tim. vi. 19. 

Theſe reflections made me not only ſuſpend my 
judgment concerning Mr. W. 's propoſitions, but 
ronfider what we may candidly pol was his de- 


ſign in writing them for, and recommending them 


to, the preachers in connection with him. And J 


could not help ſeeing, that it was only to guard them 


and their hearers againſt Antinomian principles and 
ractices, which ſpread like wild- fire in ſome of his 
Pessttes; where 8 ſpoke in the moſt 
glorious manner of Chriſt, arid their intereſt in his 
compleat ſalvation,” have been found living in the 
greateſt immoralities, or indulging the moſt un- 
chriſtian tempers. Nor need I go far for a proof 
of this ſad aſſertion. In one of his ſocieties not 
many miles from my pariſh, a married man, who 
profeſſed being in-a.fate of juſtification and ſancłiſica- 
lion, growing wile above what is written, deſpiſed his 
brethren as legaliſts, and his teachers as perſons not 
clear in the goſpel, He inſtilled his principles 
into a ſerious young woman: and what was the 
conſequence ? Why, they talked about “ finiſhed 
falvation in Chriſt,” and © the abſurdity of per- 
fe&ion in the fleſh,” till a perfe& child was con- 
ceived and born; and to ſave appearances the 
mother fwore it to a travelling man that cannot be 
heard of, Thus to avoid legality, they plung- 
ed into hypocriſy, adultery, perjury, and the 
depth of ranteriſm. Is it not hard that a mini- 
ſter ſhould be traduced as guilty of dreadful herefy 
for trying to put a ſtop to ſuch dreadful practices? 
And is it not high time that ' he ſhould cry to all 
that regard his warnings, Take heed to your doctrine. 
As if he had ſaid, | | 
Avoid all extremes. While on the one hand 
you keep clear of the phariſaic deluſion that flights 
Chriſt, and makes the pretended merit of an im- 
perfect -obedience the procuring cauſe of —_— 
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| life; ſee that on the other hand you do not 


lean to the Antinomian error, which under pre- 
tence of exalting Chriſt, ſpeaks contemptuouſly of 
obedience, and makes void the law thro' a. faith that | 
does not work by love. As there is but a ſtep he- 
tween high Arminianiſm and ſelf-righteouſnels, fo | 
there is but one between high Calviniſm and Anti- 


| nomianiſm, I charge you to ſhun both, eſpecially 


the latter,” 4 

& You know by ſad experience that at this time 
we ſtand particularly in danger of ſplitting upon | 
the Antinomian rock. Many ſmatterers in Chriſtian 1 
experience talk of finiſhed ſalvation in Chriſt, or 
boaſt of being in a ſtate of juſtification and ſanctifi- 
cation, while they know little of themſelves and Þ 


leſs of Chriſt, Their whole behaviour teſtifies, 


that their heart is void of humble love, and full of 
carnal confidence. They cry Lord, Lord, with as Þ 
much aſſurance, and as little right as the fooliſh 
virgins. They pals for ſweet Chriſtians, dear chi! Þ 
dren of God, and good believers; but their ſecret 
reſerves evidence them to be only ſuch believers as 
Simon Magus, Ananias, and Saphira.” _ 

„ Some with Diotrephes loue to have the pre-eminence 
and prate malicious words, and not content therewith, 
they do not themſelves receive the brethren, and forbid 
them that would, and even caſt them out of the church 
as heretics. Some have forſaken the r1ght way, and 
are gone aſtray, following the way of Balaam, who 
loved the wages of unrighteoujneſs ; they are wells without 


water, clouds without rain, and trees without fruit: 
with Judas they try to load themſelues with thick clay 
endeavour to lay up treaſures on earth, and make pro- 
vifion for the fleſh to fulfil the luſts thereof. Some, 
with the inceſtuous - Corinthian, are ed captive by 
fleſhly luſts, and fall into the greateſt enormities. 
Others with the language of the awakened publican 
in their mouths, are faſt aſleep in their ſpirits; you 
hear them ſpeak of the corruptions of fer hearts, 
in as unaffetted and airy a manner, as if they talked 
of freckles upon their faces: it ſeems they run dow! 
. their 
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their ſinful nature, only to apologize for their ſinful 
practices; or to appear great proficients in ſelf- 
knowledge, and court the praiſe due to genuine 
humility.” WS. * 5! 

Others, quietly ſettled on the lees of the Laodi- 
cean ſtate, by the whole tenor of their life /a 
they are rich and increaſed in goods and have need of 
nothing : utter ſtrangers to hunger and thirſt after 


righteouſneſs, they never importunately beg, never 


wreſtle hard for the hidden manna : on the con- 
trary they ſing a requiem to their poor dead fouls, 
and ſay, © Soul take thine eaſe, thou haſt goods laid up 
in Chriſt for many years, yea for ever and ever;“ 
and thus, like Demas, they go on talking of Chriſt 
and heaven, but loving their eaſe, and enjoying this 
preſent world.” 


[ 


Vet many of theſe, like Herod, hear and enter- 


tain us gladly; but like him alſo they keep their be- 
loved fin, pleading for it as a right cye, and ſaving it 
as a right hand. To this day their boſom corrup- 
tion is not only alive but indulged ; their treacher- 
ous Delilah is hugged; and their ſpiritual Agag 
walks delicately and boaſts that the bitterneſs of death 
is paſt, and he ſhall never be hewed in pieces before 


the Lord; nay, to dare ſo much as to talk of his 


dane before the body, becomes an almoſt unpar- 


nable crime.“ 


« Forms and fair ſhows of godlineſs deceive us: 


many, whom our Lord might well compare te 


. whited ſepulchres, look like angels of light when 


they are abroad, and prove tormenting fiends at 
home. We ſee them weep under ſermons, we 


| hear them pray and ſing with the tongues of men 


and angels; they even profeſs the faith that re- 
moves mountains; and yet by and by we diſcover 
they ſtumble at every mole-hill ; every trifling 
temptation throws them into peeviſhnels, ſretfulneſls, 
impatience, ill humour, diſcontent, anger, and ſome» 
times into loud paſſion.” _ 

Relative duties are by many groſly negleQed : 
huſbands ſlight their wives, or wives W 

C an 
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and plague their huſbands; children are ſpoiled, 
arents diſregarded and maſters diſobeyed; yea, 
fo many are the complaints againſt ſervants pro- 
feſſing godlineſs on account of their unfaithful- 
neſs, indolence, pert anſwering again, forgetful- 
neſs of their menial condition, or inſolent expec- 
tations, that ſome ſerious perſons prefer thoſe who 
have no knowledge of the truth, to thoſe who make 
an high profeſhon of it.“ SHS 
„ Knowledge is certainly increaſed ; many run to 
and fro afterit, but it is ſeldom experimental ; the 
wer of God 1s frequently talked of, but rarely 
felt, and too often cried down under the deſpica- 
ble name of frames and feelings. Numbers ſeek by 
hearing a variety of goſpel miniſters, reading all the 
religious books that are publiſhed, learning the 
beſt tunes to our hymns, Sifutitig on controvert- 
ed points of doctrine, telling or hearing church- 
news, and liſtening to or retailing ſpiritual ſcandal. 
But alas! few ſtrive in pangs of heart-felt convic- 
tions, few deny themſelves and take up their croſs dai- 
ty; few take the kingdom of heaven by the holy bio- 
it lence of wreſtling faith, and agonizing prayer; few _ 
A fee, and fewer live in, the kingdom of God, Which 
is righteaujneſs, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt. In 
a word many lay, Lo! Chrift is here; and lo! he is 
there ; but few can conſiſtently witneſs that the king- 
dom of heaven is within them. | 
Many aſſert that the clothing of the king's daughter 


is of wrought gold, but few, very few experience 


0 . * . . . * 
that fhe is all glorious within; and it is well, if 
many are not bold enough to maintain that ſhe is 
& all full of corruptions.” With more truth than 


ever we may lay, 


7 Ye different ſets, who all declare 
Lo! here is Chriſt, or Chriſt is there; 
Your ſtronger proofs divinely give 
And ſhew us where the Chriſtzans live. 


Your 
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Vour claim, alas! Ve cannot prove, 
Ve want the genuine mark of love. 


„Tune conſequences of this high, and yet 
lifeleſs profeſſion, are as evident as they are 
deplorable. Selfiſh views, firiſter deſigns, in- 
veterate prejudice, pitiful bigotry, party ſpirit, 
ſelf-ſufficiency, contempt of others, er jea- 
louly, making men offenders for a word—poſhbly a - 
ſcriptural word too, taking advantage of each 
other's infirmities, magnifying innocent miſtakes, 
putting the worſt conſtruction upon each other's 
words, and actions, falſe accuſations, back-biting, 
malice, revenge, perſecution, and a hundred ſuch 
evils prevail among religious people, to the great 
aſtoniſhment of the children of the world, and the 
unſpeakable grief of the true Iſraelites that yet re- 
main among us.“ 7 | 

« But this is not all. Some of our hearers do 
not even keep to the great outlines of Heathen mo- 
rality: not ſatisfied practically to reje& Chriſt's de- 
claration, that it is more bleſſed to give than to receive, 
they proceed to that pitch of covetouſneſs and dar- 
ing injuſtice, as not to pay their juſt debts; yea 
and to cheat and extort, whenever they have a 
fair opportunity. How few of our ſocieties are 
there where this, or ſome other evil has not broken 
out, and given ſuch ſhakes to the ark of the goſ- 
I, that had not the Lord wonderfully interpoſed, 
it muſt long ago have been overſet? And you know 
how to this day the name and truth of God are openly 
blaſphemed among the baptized Heathens thro' the An- 
tinomian lives of many, who ſay they are Fews when 
they are not, but by their works declare they are of 
the Synagogue of Satan, At your peril therefore my 
Brethren, countenance them not: I Know you 
would not do it deſignedly, but you may do it una- 
wares; therefore ke heed---more than ever take 
heed to your doctrine. Let it be ſcripturally evan- 
gelical: give not the children's bread unto dogs : 
somfort not people. that do not mourn, When 
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you fhould give emetics do not adminifter eordials, 
and by that mean ſtrengthen the hands of the ſloth- 
ful and unprofitable ſervant. I repeat it once 
more, warp not to Antinomianiſm, and in or- 
der to this, Take heed, O! Take heed to your dottrine.” 
| Surely, Sir, there is no harm in this word of ex- 
Hortation ; it is ſcriptural, and Mr. W.'s pen can- 
not make it heretical. Take we then heed to the de- 
ſign of the directions which follow. | 
It is evident that, in order to keep his fellow-la- 
bourers clear from Antinomianiſm, he dire&ts them 
firſt not to lean too much toward Caluiniſm ; and ſe- 
condly not to tatk of a juſtified and fanctiſied sTATE 
o unguardedly as ſome, even Arminians, do; 
which tends to miſlead men, and relax their watch- 
ful attention to their internal and external works, 
that is, fo the whole of their inward tempers and out- 
ward behaviour. Sce No. 8, : | | 
He produces three particulars, wherein he thinks 
that both he and his aſſiſtants in the Lord's vine- 
rd, have leaned too much towards Calviniſm, 
each of which has a natural and ſtrong tendency to 
countenance the Antinomian deluſion. The firſt, 
being afraid or aſhamed to maintain that every man 
is faithfully to employ his every talent, the“ our 
Lord himſelf goes ſo far in maintaining this doctrine 
as to declare, that if a man is not faithful in the un- 
righteous mammon God will not give ham the true riches. 
— The ſecond, being afraid to uſe the expreſſion 
working for life : altho' our Lord who muſt be al- 
lowed perfectly to underſtand his own goſpel, uſes 
it himſelf. — And the third, granting without pro- 
per diſtinction, that a man is to do nothing in order 
to juſtification, than which, ſays he, nothing can be 
more falſe; as common ſenſe diftates that a rehet 
muſt lay down his arms before he can receive a 
pardon from his prince, k : 
This being premiſed, Mr. W. invites his fellow- 
labourers to review the whole affair ; and while he 
__ does it he ſaps the foundations of the babels built by 
thoſe who call Chriſt Lord! Lord! without de- 
| "FF parting 
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arting from iniquity. Who among Chriſtians, ſays 
bh is now accepted of God ? Not he that like Hy- 
meneus formerly believed, and concerning faith hath 
now made eee he that, like Simon Ma- 
gus, actually believes with a ſpeculative, Antino- 
mian faith; but he that now believes in Chriſt with 
a loving and obedient heart,” or as our Lord and St. 
Paul expreſs it, he whoſe faith works by love, and 


whoſe love keeps God's commandments, This muſt at - 


ence overthrow the pretenſions of thoſe whole ſeigu- 
ed faith, inſtead of producing a change in their 
hearts, only adds poſitiveneſs to their ſelf-conceit, 
bitterneſs to their bad tempers, and perhaps li- 
centiouſneſs to their worldly lives. 

Still carrying on his point he obſerves next, to 
the ſhame of looſe Chriſtians, that none are accept- 
ed of God even among the Heathens, but thofe that fear 
him and work righteouſneſs. Nor 1s his obfervation 
impropei {you Sir being judge) for you tell us in your 
fifth ſermon, + page 84, that Cornelius was a man of 
fengular probity, humanity, and morality, and that a 
view of lus character may perhaps convince ſome who 


conſider themfelves as Chriftians, how far ſſort they are. 


even of his imperfect righteouſneſs. 
This leads him, No 4, to touch upon an impor- 


tant objection, that will naturally occur to the mind 


of a Proteſtant, and he anſwers it by ſtanding for 


the neceſſity of works as firmly as he does againſt their 
merit in point of /alvation ; thus cutting down with 
one truly evangelical ſtroke, the arrogancy of {elf- 
righteous Papiſts, and the deluſion of licentious 
Proteſtants. And leſt Antinomians ſhould, from the 
Proteſtant doctrine that good works have abſolute- 
ly no merit in point of ſalvation, take occaſion to 
ſlight them and live in fin, he very properly ob- 
ſerves, 6, that believers ſhall be rewarded in 


heaven, and are even often rewarded on earth be- 


cauſe of their works, and according to their works, 
which he apprehends does not fo widely differ 
from ſecundum merita operum, as Proteſtants, in the 
C Heat 


| 3 
+ London re · printed for J. Johnſon, 2762. 
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heat of their contentions with the Papiſts, have 
| been apt to conclude. No. 7. he ſtarts another ob- 
jection which Antinomians will naturally make to 


St. Peter's declaration, that God accepts thoſe who 
fear him and work righteouſneſs. 

And now, Hon. Sir, feſerving for another 
place the conſideration of his anſwer, let me appeal 
to your candor, From the general tenor of theſe 
propoſitions, is it not evident, that Mr, W. (who 
is now among goſpel-miniſters what St. James for- 


merly was among the diſciples, and Mr. Baxter 


among the puritan divines, that is, the perſon pe- 


culiarly commiſhoned by the Bifhop of ſouls, to 


defend the goſpel againſt the incroachments of An- 


tinomians) aims at ſtemming the torrent of their de- 
luſions, and not at all at injuring the very fundamental 
Principles of Chriſtianity, or bringing “ a dreadful lie- 


reſy into the church?“ | 
You may reply, that you do not ſo much conſi- 
der what he ams at doing, as what he has actually 
done. Nay, Sir, the intention is what a candid 
Judge 2 more a loving brother) ſhould par- 
ticularly conſider. If aiming to kill a wild beaſt 
that attacks my friend, I unfortunately ſtab him, it 


is a © melancholy accident ;” but he wrongs me 


much, who repreſents it as a“ dreadful barbarity.” 


In like manner, if Mr. W. has unhappily wound- 
ed the truth, in attempting to give the wolf in 
ſheep's cloathing a killing ſtroke, his miſtake 
ſhould rather be called “ well-meant legality” than 


dreadful hereſy. 


You poſſibly reply: Let any one look at theſe 


minutes, and ſay whether all the unawakened cler- 


gy in the land would not approve and receive 
them.” And what if they did? Would the pro- 
politions be the worſe barely for this? Is N 
goſ el but what directly ſhocks common ſenſe? An 

is the apoſtles creed dreadfully heretical, becauſe 
ll the carnal clergy of the church of England, yea 
and of the church of Rome receive it? At this 
Rrange rate we muſt give up the bible itſelf, for - 
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the Socinians receive it. Aſhamed of taking far- 
ther notice of an argument by which every Papiſe 
might attack the reaſonable ſimplicity of our com- 
munion ſervice, and defend the groſs abfurdity of 
n come to an objection of greater 
Weight. 5 

«Mr. W. contradicts himſelf. He has hitherts 
preached falvation by faith, and now he talks of 
faloation by works, as a condition : he has a thouſand 
times offered a free pardon to the worlt of ſinnets, 
and now he has the aſſurance to declare, that a man 


ts to do ſomething in order to juſtification, Where will 


you find ſuch inconſiſtencies?” Where! In the 
old and new Teſtament, and eſpecially in the epiſ- 
tles of the great preacher of free juſtification, and 
ſalvation by faith. There you will fee many ſuch 
ſeeming inconſiſtencies as theſe. Eternal lift is the 
gift o / God thro' our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Charge the 
rich to lay up in ſtore for themſelves a good foun- 
dation, that they may lay bold on eternal life; we 
are temperate, to obtain an incorruptible crown.— 
By grace ye are ſaved thro' faith, In ſo porxG 
thou ſhalt fave thyſelf, Work out your own fal- 


vation.---IWe are not ſufficient of ourfelves to think any! 
thing as of ourſelves, Ihe Gentiles do by nature th 


things contained in the law.---God jruſti/ieth the un- 
godly and him that work:th not, He ſhall render to 
every man according to his works, even eternal life 
to them who by patient continuance in well doing 
ſeek for glory.---God forbid that I ſhould glory in any 
thing ſave in the croſs of Chriſt. As the truth of God 


is in me, no man ſhall {top me of this glorying that 


I have kept myſelf from being burthenſome. I am 
the chef of ſinners. I have lived in all good con- 
ſcience before God until this day,---We rejoice in 
Chriſt Jeſus and haue no confidence in the fleſh. Our 


rejoicing is this, the teſtimony of our conſcience, 
that in ſimplicity and godly ſincerity we have had 


our converſation in the world,---Not by works of 
righteouſneſs that we have done, but according to has. 
mercy he ſaved us: Not of works left any man fhould 


boaſt; 
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boaſt ; for if it is of works, then it is no more grace, 
otherwiſe work is no more work, I keep under my bo- 
dy leſt I myſelf ſhould be a caſt away. Be not de- 
ceived, whatſoever a man ſoweth that ſhall he alſo 
reap; he that ſoweth little ſhall reap little ; he that 
foweth to the ſpirit ſhall of the Spirit reap life ever- 
laſting.---T am perſuaded that neither death, nor life, nei- 
ther things preſent nor things to come, &c. ſhall be able 
to ſeparate us from the love of God” which is in Chriſt 
Jeſus. Thoſe that fall away crucify to themſelves 


the Son of God afreſh, and put him to an open 


ſhame : for the earth which beareth thorns and 


briars is rejected, and is nigh unto curſing, whoſe 


end is to he burned. Some of the branches were 
broken off by unbelief, thou ſtandeſt by faith ; be 
not high-minded but fear: continue in God's good- 
neſs, otherwiſe thou al'o ſhalt be cut off. 

Now, Sir, permit me to beg you would lay your 
hand upon your heart, and ſay whether malicious 


infidels have not a fairer ſhow of reaſon to raiſe 


wicked men againſt St. Paul, than you have to 
raiſe good men againſt Mr. W.? And whether a 
grain of the candor with which you would recon- 
cile the + ſeeming contradictions of the great apoſ- 
the, would not be more than ſufficient to reconcile 
the ſeeming inconſiſtencies of the great miniſter 
whom you have ſo warmly attacked ? 

Some perſons, indeed complain aloud that Mr, 
W. in his new ſcheme of falvation by works as a 
condition, fairly renounces Chriſt's blood and righ- 
teouſneſs. I grant that the words * blood and 
righteouſneſs” are not found in the minutes, but 
acceptance by believing in Chriſt is found there, and he 
muſt be a caviller indeed who afferts that he means 
a Chriſt without blood, or a Chriſt. without right- 

Wa | ceouſneſs. 

+ Moſt of thoſe ſeeming inconfiltencies os and thoſe 
which are charged upon Mr. W. will be rechaciled with the 
greateſt caſe, by conſidering the two axioms mentioned in my 
firſt letter. In the former part of the imaginary contradictions, 
thoſe ſervants of God make uſe of the firſt goſpel-axiom, in 
the latter part they employ the ſecond, and thus declare the 
whole counſcl of God. p h | 
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eouſneſs, Beſides, when he cuts off the merit of works 
from having any ſhare in our ſalvation, far from 
forgetting the meritorious life and death of the Re- 
deemer, he effectually guards them, and the Pro- 
teſtant ark, ſprinkled with the atoning blood, from 
the raſh touches of all F merit-mongers. Add to 
this that Mr. W. hath ſufficiently declared his faith 
in the atonement, in thouſands of ſermons and 
hymns, ſome of which are continually ſung both by 
him and the real Proteſtants, ſo that out of thetr own 
mouth the groundleſs charge may be refuted. 

Again, the do&rine of the atonement had been 
fully diſcuſſed in former conferences and minutes, 
and Mr, W, is too methodical to bring the ſame 
thing over andoveragain, nor 1s it reaſonable to ex- 
peR it ſhould be peculiarly inſiſted upon in a charge 
againſt Antinomians, who rather abuſe than deny 
it. Once more, Mr. W. 's extract of the minutes is 
a memorandum of What was ſaid in the latter part 
of a conference or converſation, and no unpreju- 
diced perſon will maintain, that thoſe who do not 
expreſsly mention the atonement in every conver- 
ſation do actually renounce it. 

To conclude, if the author of the minutes had 
advanced the following propoſitions which you 
have dropped in your ſecond ſermon, you might 
have had ſome reaſon to ſuſpe& his not doing the 
atonement juſtice, Page 36. wes only did that to 
the human nature which Adam (had he ſtood upright) 
would have done, What! Sir, would Adam have 
died for his poſterity, or did not Chriſt die for 
them ? You add, See the true reaſon of his death; that he 
might ſubdue the earthly life in every ſenſe.-And Page 
45, He certainly died for no other end, but that we 
mig hit receive the Spirit of holineſs. Mr. W. is of a 
very different ſentiment, Sir; for poor heretic! he 
believes with the Papiſts that Chrift died to make an 
atonement for us, and with St. John that ke is the pro- 
pitiation for our fins and for the fins of the whole world. 
Nevertheleſs he will not cry out © dreadful _ 

+ The name that biſhop Latimer gives to the Papiſts. 
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tho' he will probably think that you was once a lit. 

tle too deeply in Mr. Law's ſentiments. Leaving 

= a to think with how much juſtice I might deſcant 
ere upon this line of the ſatyric poet, 


Dat veniam corvis, vexat cenſura columbas, 
| | I remain, 
Rev. and dear, Sir, 


Vour's, &c. 
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Hon. and Rev. Sir, 
WE have ſeen how exceedingly commendable 


was Mr, W.'s deſign in writing what you 
have extracted from his laſt minutes; and how far from 
being unanſwerable are the general objections, which 
ſome have moved againſt them, Let us now pro- 
ceed to a candid inquiry into the true meaning of 
the propoſitions. They are thus prefaced : | 

We ſaid in 17441, Me have leaned too much toward 
Calviniſm, Wherein? 

This fingle ſentence is enough, I grant, to make 
ſome perſons account Mr. W. an heretic, He is no 
Calviniſt! And what is ſtill more dreadful, he has 
the aſſurance to ſay that he has leaned too much to- 
ward Calviniſm ! This will ſound like a double he- 
rely in their ears, but not in _your's, Sir, who ſeem 
to carry your anti-calviniſtical notions farther than 
Mr. W. himſelf. He never ſpoke more clearly to 
the point of free grace than you do, page 83, of your 
ſermons ; God, ſay you, never fe hampelf without 
witneſs, not only from the vo things of the creation, 
but likewiſe from the inward witneſs, a ſpiritual feed of 
light ſown in the foul LA every fon of man, Few, Turk, 
or Pagan, as well as * 96". whoſe kindly ſuſcitations 
whoever fol'ows, "will gradually perceive increaſing gleams 
fell leading farther on to nearer and far brighter ad- 
vances, till at length a full and perfect day burſts forth 
upon his rauvifhed eyes. In this fingle ſentence, Sir, 
you bear the nobleſt teſtimony to all the doctrines, 
in which Mr. W. diſſents from the Calviniſts: you 
begin with general redemption, and end with perfec- 

tion, 
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tion, or to uſe your own expreſſion you follow hin 
From the ſpiritual feed of light in a Turk, quite to the 
full and rERFECT day, burſting forth upon the Yauiſhed 
eyes of the Pagan who follows the kindly ſuſcitations of 
divine grace, | 
And far from making man a mere machine, you 
tell us, page 140, It is true, faith is the gift of G d 
. but the exertion 1 Faith, when once given, lieth in 
OURSELVES. r. W. grants it, Sir; but permit 
me to tell you, that the word ourſelves being print- 
ed in italics, ſeems to convey rather more anti-cal- 
viniſm than he holds; for he is perſuaded that 
we cannot exert faith without a continual in- 
fluence of the ſame divine power that produced it, 
it being evident upon the goſpel plan, that without 
Chrift we can do nothing. From theſe and the like 
paſſages in your ſermons, I conclude, Sir, that your 
charge of dreadful hereſy does not reſt upon theſe 
words, We have leaned too much towards Calviniſm. 
Paſs we then to the next, in which Mr. W. begins 
to ſhew whierein he has conſented too much to the 
Calviniſts, 1 THe FI 


I. With regard to MAN's FAITHFULNESS. Our Lord 
tumfelf taught us to uſe tbe expreſſion. And we ought 
never to be aſhamed of it, We ought ſteadily to aſſert, 
on his authority, that if a man is not FAITHFUL IN 
THE UNRIGHTEOUS MAMMON, God. will not G1 
HIM THE TRUE RICHES, | 

Now, where does the hereſy lie here? Is it in 
the word man's faithfulneſs ? Is there ſo much faith- 
fulneſt to God and man among profeſſors, that he 
muſt be oppoſed by all good men, who dares to ule 
the bare word? Do real Proteſtants account man's 
- faithfulneſs a grace of ſupererogation, and quoting 
ſcripture, an hereſy? Or do they ſlight what our 
Lord recommends in the plaineſt terms, and will 
one day reward in the moſt glorious manner ? If 
mot, why are they going to enter a proteſt againſt 
Mr. W. becauſe he is not aſhamed of Chriſt and his 
words before an evil and adulterous generation, and wil 
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net 5 beck from Jus immenſe flock, any part of the 
counſel of God, much leſs a part that ſo many pro- 
feſſors overlook, while ſome are daring enough to 
lampoon 1t, and others wicked enough to trample it 
under foot. 

O Sir, if Mr. W, is to be caſt out of your ſyna- 
gogue unleſs he formally recants. the paſſage he has 
quoted, and which he ſays we are not lo be aſhamed of, 
what will you do to the Son of God, who ſpoke it? 
What to St, Luke who wrote it? And what to good 
Mr. Henry, who thus comments upon it? * If we do 
not make a right uſe of the gifts of God's provi- 
dence, how can we expect from him thoſe pre- 
ſent and future comforts which are the gifts of his 
ſpiritual grace? Our Saviour here compares theſe; 
and ſhews, that tho” our faithful uſe of the things 
of this world cannot be thought to merit any fa- 
vour at the hand of God, yet our unfaithſulneſs 
in the uſe of them may be juſtly reckoned a 
FORFEITURE of that grace which is neceſſary to 
bring us to glory. And that is it which our Sa- 
viour ſhews, Luke xvi. 10, 11, 12. He that is 
unjuſt, unfaithful in the LEAST; is unjuſt, unfaith- 
ful alſo in mvcn. The riches of this world are 
the LESsSͤHJ grace and glory are the GREATER, 
Now if we be unfaithful in the leſs, if we uſe the 
things of this world to other purpoſes than thoſe 
for which they were given us, it may juſtly be 
feared we ſhall be ſo in the gifts of God's grace, 
that we will receive them allo in vain, and there- 
fore they will be denicd us. He that 1s faithful 
in that which is leaſt is faithful alſo in much. He. 
that ſerves God and does good with his money, 
will ſerve God and do et with the more noble 
and valuable talents of wiſdom, and grace, and 
ſpiritual gifts, and the earneſts of heaven; hut 
he that buries the one talent of this world's wealth, 
will never improve the five talents of ſpiritual 
riches.“ f 
Thus ſpeaks the honeſt commentator : and who- 
ever charges him with legality or hereſy here'n, 
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I muſt expreſs my intire approbation by a ſhout of 
applauſe, Hail Henry! Hail Weſley! Ye faithful 
ſervants of the moſt high God: ſtand it out againſt 
an Antinomian world. Hail, ye followers of the 
deſpiſed Galilean : you confefs him and his words be- 
fore a perverſe generation, he will confeſs you before hs 
Father and his angels. Let not the ſcoffs, let not 
the accuſations, even of good people, led by the 
tempter, appearing as an angel of Fight, make you 
ive up one jot or tittle of your Lord's goſpel. 
Tho- thouſands ſhould combine to brand you as 
legaliſts, papiſts, heretics, and antichriſts, ſtand 
it out: ſcripture, conſcience, and Jeſus are on your 
ſide; be not afraid of their terror, but ſanftify the Lord 
God in your hearts, And when you ſhall have 
occupied a little longer, and been a little more abuſed 
by your miſtaken companions, your Maſter will 
come and find you den ee in ſerving his family, 
and not in beating your fellow-ſervants, And while 
the unprofitable, unfaithful, quarrelſome ſervant is 
caſt out, he will addreſs you with a * Well done good 
and faithful ſervants. Ye have been faithful over a few 
things; I will make you rulers over many things. En- 
ter into the joy of your Lord. | 
Excuſe the length of this addreſs; it dropped 
from me before I was aware, and is the fruit of the 
joy I feel to ſee © the John Goodwin of the age,” 
and the oracle of the Calviniſts, ſo fully agree to 
maintain the Chriſtian hereſy againſt the Antinomian 
orthodoxy. Nay, and you, yourſelf, are of the 
very ſame way of thinking, For you tell us (page 
89) that God p far approved of the advances Cornelius 
had made towards lum (by praying and giving, as 
u had obſerved before, much alms to the people) 
under the flender light offered him; of his earneſt deſire 
of a ſtill nearer and more intimate acquaintance with 
| him, and of the improvements he had made of the fmail 
talent he had committed to him, that he was now about 
to entruſt him with greater and far better treaſures. 
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In the mouth of two ſuch witneſſes as Mr. Henry 
and yourſelf, Mr. W. 's do&rine might be eſta- 
bliſhed ; but as I fear that ſome of our friends, will 
ſoon look upon you both as tainted with his hereſy; 
I ſhall robes cond ſome plain ſcripture-inſtances, to 
prove by the ſtrongeſt of all arguments, matter of 
fact, that man's unfaithfulneſs in the mammon of un- 
righteouſneſs is attended with the worſt of conſe- 
quences. | 

You know, Sir, what deſtruction this ſin brought 
upon Achan, and by his means upon Iſrael : and 
you remember how Saul's avarice, and his flying 
_ the ſþotl of the Amalekites, colt him his king- 
om, together with the divine bleſſing. You will 
perhaps object that “they forfeited only temporal 
mercies :” true, if they repented; but if their {in 
ſealed up the hardne their heart, then they 
loſt all. SI 

I can however mention two who indifputably 
forfeited both ſpiritual and eternal bleſſings: the 
one is, the. moral young man, whoſe fatal attach- 
ment to wealth is mentioned in the goſpel. Go, 
faid our Lord to him, fel all thou haft, give to the 
poor, come, follow me, and thou ſhalt have treaſure in 


heaven, He wa: unfaithful in the mammon of unrigh- 

leouſneſs; he would not comply with the 1 

and tho” 7eſus loved him, yet he Rood firm to his 
| Word, he did not give him the true riches : the un- 
happy wretch choſe to have his good things in this 
world, and ſo loſt them in the next. 

The other inſtance is that of Judas; he left all, 
at firſt, to follow Jeſus ; but when the devil placed 
him upon the high mountain of temptation,and ſhew- 
ed him the horrors of poverty and the alluring 
wealth of this world, covetouſneſs his beſetting fin 
prevailed again; and as he carried the bag, he 
turned thief, and made a private purſe. You 
know, Sir, that the love of money proved to him 
he root of all evil, and that on account of his un- 
atthfulnefs in the mammon of unrighteoufneſs, our Lord 
not only did not give him the true riches, but took hs 
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every talent from him, his apoſtleſhip on earth, 
and one of the twelve thrones which he had 
NR him in common with the other diſci- 
es, 

Some, I know, will excuſe Judas by fathering 
his crime and damnation upon the decrees of God, 
But we who are not numbered among real Pro- 
teftants think that ſinners are reprobated as they are 
elected, that is, ſays St. Peter, according to the fore- 
*Rnowledge of God : we are perſuaded, that becauſe 
God's knowledge is infinite, he fore-knows future 
contingencies; and we think, we ſhould infult 
both his holineſs and omniſcience, if we did not 
believe that he could both foreſee and foretel that 
Judas would be unfaithful, without neceſſitating 
him to be ſo, that the ſcriptures might be fulfilled; 
we aſſert then, that as Jeſas loved the poor covet- 
ous young man, ſo he loved his poor covetous 
diſciple: for had he hated him he muſt have acted 
the baſe part of a diſſembler, by ſhewing him for 
years as much love as he did the other apoſtles; 
an idea too horrid for a Chriſtian to entertain, I 
ſhall not ſay of God made fleſh, but even of a man 
that has any ſincerity or truth ! Judas's damna- 
tion therefore, and the ruin of the young man, ac- 
cording to the ſecond axiom in the golpel, were 
merely of themſelves, by their unbelief and un- 
faithfulneſs in the mammon of . for how 
could they believe, ſeeing they repoſed their truſt in 
uncertain riches ! 

Thus, Sir, both the expreſs declaration of our 
Lord, and the plain hiſtories of the ſcripture, agree 
to confirm this fundamental principle in Chriſtia- 
nity, that when God works upon man, he expetts 
faithfulneſs from man; and that when man, as a 
moral agent, grieves and quenches the ſpirit that 
ftrives to make him faithful, temporal and cternal 
ruin are the inevitable conſequence. | 

Thus far then the minutes, contain a great, evan- 
gelical truth, and not a ſhadow of hereſy, Let 1 


— 


64 
ſee whether the dreadful ſnake lurks under the ſe- 


cond propoſition. | | 


II. We have leaned too much towards. Caluinijm, 
2. With regard to WORKING FOR LIFE. THIS alſo 
our Lord has expreſiy commanded us. Labour (ER- 
GAZESTHE, literally WORK) FOR THE MEAT THAT 
ENDURETH TO EVERLASTING LIFE, And in fact 
every believer, till he comes to glory, works So as well 
as FROM life, | 
Here Mr, W. ſtrikes at a fatal miſtake of all An- 
tinomians, many honeſt Calviniſts, and not a few 
who are Arminians in ſentiment and Calviniſts in 
practice. All theſe, when they ſee that man 1s by 
nature dead in treſbaſſes and fins, lie eaſy in the mire 
ol iniquity, idly waiting till by an irreſiſtible act of 
omnipotence, God pulls them out without any ſtri- 
ving on their part. Multitudes uncomfortably ſtick 
here, and Sill probably continue to do fo, till they 
receive and heartily embrace that part of the goſpel 
which is now alas! called hereſy, Then ſhall theſe: 
poor priſoners in giant Deſpair's caſtle, find the key 
of their dungeon about them, and perceive: that 
the word is nigh them, yea, in their mouth and wu ther 
heart : Fong uh the giſt of God within them, and. us 
oe believing again hope, they will happily lay hold 
F yr ice life, and apprehend by the confidence of 
l > aim that has apprehended them by convittions 
of ſin. 

But now, inſtead of imitating Lazarus, who when 
the Lord had called him, — reſtored life to his, 
EN body, came forth out of his grave, though 

e was bound hand and foot; theſe miſtaken men in- 
dolently wait till the Lord drags them out, not con- 
hdering that it is more than he has promiſed to do- 
On the contrary, Re reproves by his prophet thoſe: 
that do not ſtir themſelves up to lay hold on him; and 
deciding the point himſelf, fays, Turn ye at my re- 
roof; behold I will pour out my Spirit upon you; becauſe 
1 called and ye refuſed, I ſtretched out my hands.unts you 
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and no man regarded, I will mock when your fear 
eometh, 4 | | 

Should you object, that the caſe is not ſimilar, 
becauſe the Lord gave life to the dead body of 
Lazarus, whereas our ſouls are dead in ſin by nature. 
True, Sir, by nature; but does not grace reign to 
controul nature? And as by the offence of one, judg- 
ment came upon all men to condemnation ; even ſo by the 
righteouſneſs of one, is not the free gift come upon all men 
_ to juſtification of life? According to the promiſe made 
to our firſt parents, and of courſe to all men then 
contained 1n their loins, is not the feed of the woman 
always nigh, both to reveal and bruiſe the ſerpent's 
head 2 Is not Chriſt the light of men— the light of the 
world come into the world? Shineth he not in the dark- 
neſs of our nature, even when the darkneſs compre- 
hends him not? And is not this {zzht the life, the 
ſpiritual life of men ? Can this be denied, if the light 
i Chrift, and if Chriſt ts the reſurrection and the bfe, 
. who came that we might have life and that we might have 
it more abundantly ? 

In this ſcriptural view of free grace, what room is 
there for the ridiculous cavil, that © Mr. W. wants 
the dead to work for life ?” God of his infinite 
mercy in Jeſus Chriſt, gives to poor ſinners natu- 
rally dead in ſin, a talent of free, preventing, quick- 
ening grace, which reproves them of fin; and when 
it is followed, of righteouſneſs and judgment. This, 
which ſome Calviniſts call common grace, is granted 
to all, without any reſpect of perſons; ſo that even 
the poor Jew Herod, if he had not preferred the 
ſmiles of his Herodias to the convincing light of 
Chriſt, which ſhone in his conſcience, would have 
been ſaved as well as John the Baptiſt; and that 
poor Heathen Felix, if he had not hardened his 
heart in the day of his viſitation, would have ſweetly 
experienced that Chriſt had as much taſted death for 
him as he did for St. Paul. The living light viſited 
them; but they not working while it was day, Or 
refuſing to cut of the right hand which the Lord 
ealled for, fell at laſt into that night wherein no man 

can 
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can work : their candleſtick was removed, their lamp 
went out, hey quenched their ſmoaking flax, or in 


other words their talent unimproved was juſtly taken 


from them, Thus, tho' once thro? grace they could 


work, they died while they lived; and ſo were, as 


ſays St, Jude, twice dead, dead in Adam by that. 
ſentence, in the day that thou eateſt thereof thou. ſhalt 
furely die; and dead in themſelves, by perſonally 


renouncing Chriſt the life, or rejecting the light 


of his convincing Spirit, 


This being premiled, I aſk, Where is the hereſy 
in this paragraph of the minutes? Does it conſiſt 
in quoting a xe 5 paſſage out of one of our Lord's, 


ſermons? Or in daring to produce in the original, 
under the horrible form of the en 

gazeſthe, that dreadful tetragrammaton work ? Sure- 
ly, Sir, you have too much piety to maintain the 
former, and too much good ſenſe to aſſert the latter. 
Does it conſiſt in ſaying that believers work from life? 


(for of ſuch only Mr. W. here ſpeaks) Do not all 


grant, that he who beheveth hath life, yea, everlaſting 
life, and therefore can work ? And have not I prov- 
cd from ſcripture, that the very Heathens are not 
without ſome light and grace to work ſuitably to 
their diſpenſation ? 


The hereſy, ſay you, does not conſiſt in aſſerting 


that the believer works from, but for life, Does 
it indeed? Then the Lord Jeſus is the heretic ; 
for Mr, W. only repeats what he ſpoke above 

1700 years ago: Os e lays he, ( Ergazeſthe, ) 
WORK FOR the meat that endureth to everlaſting Liu. 


Enter therefore your proteſt againſt St. John's goſpel, | 


if Chriſt will not formally recant it; and not againſt 
the minutes of his ſervant, who dares not take away 


from his Lord's words, for fear God ſhould take away 


tus part out of the book of life, 
t if the Son of God is an heretic for putting 
the unbelieving Jews upon working by that dread» 


ful word ergazeſthe, St. Paul is undoubtedly an arch 


heretic, for corroborating it by a ſtrong prepoſi- 


tion: Katergazeſthe, ſays he to the Philippians, 


er- 


WORK 
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work ovT--and what is moſt aſtoniſhing work out 


YOUR OWN SALVATION. Your _ Why, 
Paul, this is even worſe than working 1 * life; Tor 
ſalvation implies a deliverance from all guilt, ſin, 
and miſery ; together with obtaining the life of 
grace here, and the life of glory hereafter. Ah! 
oor legal apoſtle, what a pity is it, thou didſt not 


| Foe in our evangelical age ! Some by explaining to 


thee the myſtery of finiſhed ſalvation, or by proteſting 
in a body againſt thy dreadful hereſy, might have ſav- 
ed the fundamental doctrines of Chriſtianity: and the 
John Goodwin of the age would not have had thee 
to bear him out in his phariſaical, and papiſtical 
deluſions, 3 

Here you reply, that * St. Paul gives God all 
the glory by maintaining that it is he who works in 
us both to will and to do of his good 28 And does 
not Mr. W. do the fame? Hath he not for near 


| forty years ſteadily aſſerted, that all power to think 


a good thought, much more to will or do a good 
work is from God, by mere grace, thro' the merits 
of Jeſus Chriſt, and the agency of the holy Spirit ? 
If any dares to deny it, myriads of witneſſes who 
have heard him preach, and thouſands of printed 
ſermons, hymns, and tracts diſperſed thro' the three 


kingdoms, will prove it. 


. 


But let us come cloſer to the point. Is not Chriſt 


the bread that came down from heaven to give life to the 


world ?—Is he not the meat that endureth to everlaſt- 
ing life? The meat which he directs even the poor 
Capernaites to work for? Muſt we not come to him 


for that meat? Is not coming to Chriſt, a work of 
the heart? Yea the work of God ? The work that 


God peculiarly calls for? John vi. 28, 29. Does not 
our Lord complain of thoſe who will not work for 
life? That is, come unto him that they might Have life, 
or that they might have it more abundantly ? And muſt 
not every believer do this work---come to Chriſt for 
life, yea and live upon him every day and every 
hour ? | Mo, 

| Again, 


645) 
Again, Sir, conſider theſe ſcriptures, He that he- 
lieveth hath everlaſting life, He that hath the Son hath 


life ; Compare them with the following complaint, 


None flirreth up humfelf to lay hold on God : and with 


the charge of St. Paul to Timothy, Lay hold on 
eternal life: and let us know, whether ftrrring 15 
oneſelf to lay hold on the God of our life, and actually 
laying hold on eternal life are not works, and works 
for, as well as from life? And whether believers are 


diſpenſed from theſe works till they come to glory? 


Once more: pleaſe to tell us, if praying, ufing 
erdinances, running a race, taking up the croſs, 
keeping under the body. wreſtling, fighting a good 


hight, are not works; and if all believers are not to 


do them, till death brings them a diſcharge ? If you 


lay, that “they do them from hfe and not for hfe,” 
you {till point blank oppoſe our Lord's expreſs de- 


claration. 


A ſimilar inſtance will make you ſenſible of it. 
Lot flies out of Sodom. How many works does he 


do at once! He hearkens to God's meſſengers, obeys 


their voice, ſacrifices his property, forſakes all, 
prays, runs, and eſcapes for his life. No, ſays one, 
wiſer than ſeven men who can render a reaſon, 
+ You ſhould not ſay, that he eſcapes for life, but 
from life: Do not hint, that he runs © to pre- 
ſerve his life ;” you ſhould ſay that he does it 
1% becauſe he is alive.“ What an admirable dif- 
tinction is this! 

Again; my friend is conſumptive. I ſend for a 
Phyſician who preſcribes “ he muſt ride out every 
day for his life.” Some other Phyſicians ſee the pre- 
ſcription and by printed letters raiſe all the gentle- 
men of the faculty, to inſiſt in a body on a formal 
recantation of this dreadful preſcription : declaring 
the health of thouſands is at ſtake, if we ſay that 
conſumptive people are to ride for life, as well as 


From life. Riſum teneatis amici? 


But they who proteſt, againſt Mr. W. for main. 
taining that we ought to work for as well as from 
life, muſt proteſt alſo againſt a body of puritan Di- 
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vines, who in the laſt century being ſhocked at 
| Dr. Criſp's doctrine, thus bore their teſtimony 
_ againſt it. To ſay ſalvation is not the end of any 
good work we do, or, we are to act ROM life and 
not ror life were to abandon the human na- 
ture: it were to teach us to violate the great 
precepts of the goſpel; it fuppoſes one bound to 
do more for the ſalvation of others, than our 
own; *'twere to make all the threatnings of eter- 
nal death, and promiſes of eternal life in the goſ- 
pel, uſeleſs, as motives to ſhun the one, or ob- 
tain the other: and it makes the ſcripture-cha- 
* rafters and commendation of the moſt eminent 
* ſaints, a fault:* for they all eſcaped out of Sodom 
Or Babylon for their lives; they all wreſtled for, 
and laid hold on eternal life. Preface to Mr. Flavel's 
book againſt Antinomianiſm. Thus, Sir, the very 
Calviniſts were aſhamed a hundred years ago, of 
2 grand Criſpian tenet that we ought not to work 
or life. 52 | 
And I am glad to find, you are as far from this 
error as they were; for you tell us in your ſermons, 
Page 69, that The gracious end of Chriſt's com- 
© ing into the world was to give eternal LITE to 
© thoſe who were DEAD in * and that eternal 
life does conſiſt in knowing the true God and 
© Jeſus Chriſt whom he hath ſent:“ you aſſure us 
next that this life begins by © an exploring deſire,“ 
and that God by giving it © only means to be ear- 
neſtly ſought, that he may be more ſucceſsfully and 
more happily found,” _ | 
Perhaps ſome ſuppoſe the expreſſion of work- 
ing for life, implies the working in order to me- 
Tit or purchaſe life. But as our Lord's words con- 
vey no ſuch idea, ſo Mr. W. takes care poſitive- 
ly to exclude it, by thoſe words, Not by the merit 
of works : for he knows that eternal life 15 the gift of 
God; and yet with St. Paul he ſays, Labour to 
enter into reft; leſt ye fall after the example of Hrael's 
unbelief : and with the great anticriſpian Divine 
| Jeſus Chriſt, he cries aloud, Strive to walk in the 
IS | narrow 
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narrow way agonixe to enter in at the Arait gate that 
leads to LITE. 1 


I paſs to the third inſtance which he produces 


of his having leaned tov much towards Calvi- 
niſm, Sos | 


III, 3. We have received it as a maxim that © @ 


man is to do nothing IN ORDER rf aca roy "ol 


nothing can be more falſe. Whoever defires to find fa- 


vour with God ſhould CEASE FROM EVIL AND LEARN 


TO DO WELL. Whoever repents, 1 do WORKS 


MEET FOR REPENTANCE. And if this is not 1N 


ORDER to find favour, what does he do them for ? 

Jo do Mr. W. juſtice, it is neceſſary to conſider 
what he means by juſtification. And firſt, he does 
not mean, that general benevolence of our merci- 
ful God towards ſinful mankind, whereby, thro? 
the Lamb flain from the foundation of the world, 
he caſts a propitious look upon them, and freely 
makes them partakers of the light that enlightens every 
| man that cometh into the world. This general loving- 
kindneſs 1s certainly previous to any thing we can 
do to find it ; for it always prevents us, ſaying to us, 
in our very infancy, {ve : and when we turn from 
the paths of life, ſtill crying, Why will ye die? In 
e eke of this general mercy our Lord ſays, 
Let little children come unto me : for of fuch is the hang 
dom of heaven, Much leſs does Mr. W. underſtand 
what Dr. Criſp calls eternal juſtiſication, which be- 


cauſe I do not ſee in the ſcripture 1 ſhall ſay no- 


thing of. 

But the juſtification he ſpeaks of as ſomething 
that we muſt nd, and in order to which ſomethin 
muſt be done, is either that public and final juſtiſt 
cation which our Lord mentions in the goſpel, By 


thy words thou fhalt be juftified, and by thy words thou 


ſhall be condemned; and in this ſenſe no man in his 


wits will find fault with Mr. W.'s aſſertion; as it 
is evident that we muſt abſolutely do ſomething, that 
is, ſpeak good words, in order to be ju jd 

| the 


words, Or he means forgiveneſs, and the witneſs 


of 


by our 


ST) 
ol it; that wonderful tranſaction of the Spirit of 


God, in a returning prodigal's conſcience, by which 
the forgiveneſs of his {ins is proclaimed to him thro” 
the blood of ſprinkling, —This is what Mr, W, and 
St. Paul generally mean. It is thus, that Being 
juſtified by faith we have peace with God, through our 
Lord eſus Chriſt. $ 5 8 
And now do not ſcripture, common ſenſe, and 
experience ſhew, that ſomething muſt be done in order 
to attain or find, tho' not to merit and purchaſe this 
_ juſtification ? N | 
Pleaſe to anſwer the following queſtions founded 
upon the expreſs declarations of God's word. Tg 
him that ordereth his converſation aright will I ſhow the 
ſalvuation of God, Is ordering our converſation a- 
right doing nothing ?— Repent ye and be converted that 
your fins may be blotted out. Are repentance and con- 
verſion nothing? Come unto me, all ye that are heavy 
laden, and I will give you reſt, I will juſtify you. Is 
comin, doing nothing? on to do evil, learn to do 
well, Come now, let us reaſon together, and tho' your 
fes be red as crimſon they ſhall be white as ſnow, you 
ſhall be juſtified, Is ceaſng to do evil, and learn- 
ing to do well, doing nothing? Seek the Lord while 
he may be found, call upon ham while he is near: let the 
wicked forſake hs way, and the righteous man his 
thoughts ; and let him return unto the Lord, and he will 
have mercy upon him, and to our God, for he will abun- 
dantiy pardon, Is ſeeking, calling, forſaking one's way 
and returning to the Lord a mere nothing ? — Aſk and 
you ſhall receive, ſeek and you ſhall find, knock and it 
ſhall be opened unto you. Yea, take the kingdom of hea- 
ven by force. Is ſeeking, aſking, knocking and taking 
by force doing abſolutely nothing? Pleaſe to anſwer 
theſe queſtions, and when you have done, I'll 
throw one or two hundred more of the like- kind in 
your way. | | 
Let us now ſce whether Reaſon is not for Mr. 
W. as well as ſcripture, Do you not maintain that 
& belicving is neceſſary in order to our juſtification ?” 
If you do, you ſubſcribe Mr. W's hereſy ; for be- 
| % lieving 


(49) 


lieving is not only doing ſomething, but neceſſarily 
ſuppoſes a variety of things. - Faith cometh by hearing, 
an ſometimes by reading, which implies atten 
ing the miniſtry, of the word, and ſearching the 
ſcriptures as the Bereans did. It likewiſe pre-ſups 
Poles at leaſt the attention of the mind, and con- 
{ent of the heart, to a revealed truth, or the con- 
ſideration, approbation and receiving of an object 
propoles to us: nay, it implies renouncing world- 
y and ſeeking divine honor ; for, ſays our Lord, 

How can you. believe who receive honor one of another, 
and ſeek not the honor that cometh from God only. And 
if none can believe in Chriſt unto ſalvation, but 
thoſe who give up ſeeking worldly honors, by a pa- 
rity of reaſon they muſt give up following fleſhly 
luits, and putting their truſt in uncertain riches : 
in a word, they muſt own themſelves ſick, and re- 
nounce their phyſicians of no value, before they 
can make one true application to the invaluahle 

hyſician, What a variety of things 1s therefore 
implied in befzeving, which we cannot but acknow- 
ledge previous to juſtification ! Who can then con- 
ſiſtently with reaſon, blame Mr. W. for ſaying 
ſomething mult be done in order to juſtiſication? 

Again, if nothing is required of us in order to 

Juſtification, who can find fault with thoſe that die 
in a ſtate of condemnation ? They were born in fin 
and children of wrath, and nothing was required of 
them in order to find favour: it remains there- 
fore, that they are damned, thro' an ablolute 
decree, made thouſands of years before they had 
any exiſtence! If ſome can ſwallow this camel 
with the greateſt eaſe, I doubt, Sir, it will not go 
down with you, without bearing very hard upon 
the knowledge you have of the God of love, and 
the goſpel of Jeſus, 

Once more: Mr. W. concludes his propoſition 
by a very pertinent queſtion : ** When a man that is 
not juſtified, does works meet for repentance, what do's 
he do them for ? Permit me to anſwer it according to 
ſeripture and common ſenſe, If he does them in 
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erder to purchaſe: the divine fivour, he is under 2 
{elf-righteous deluſion; but if he does them, as Mr. 
W. ſays, in order to IVD what Chriſt hath pur- 
chaſed for him, he acts the part of a wiſe Proteſ- 
tant. . | 

Should you ſay that ſuch a eee does works 


meet for repentance, from a ſenſe of gratitude for 
redeeming N I anſwer, this is impoſſible; for 
that love muſt be ſhed abroad in his heart, by the 
Holy Ghoſt given unto him, in conſequence of 
his juſtification, before he can act from the ſenſe of 
that love and the gratitude which it excites. I 


hope, it is no hereſy to maintain, that the cauſe 


muſt go before the effect. I conclude then that 
thoſe who have not yet found the pardoning love 


of God, do works meet for repentance in order to 


find it. They abftain from thoſe outward evils 
which once they purſued ; they do the outward 
good which the convincing ſpirit prompts them to: 
they uſe-the means of grace, confeſs their fins, and 
aſk pardon for them: in ſhort they eek the Lord, 


encouraged by that promiſe, They that feek me early 


fall find me. And Mr. W. ſuppoſes they ſeek in 
order to find; in the name of candor where is the 


harm, of that ſuppoſition? 


When the your woman has loſt her piece of filver 
e lights a candle, ſays our Lord, ſhe ſweeps the houſe 
and ſearches diligently till fhe finds it. Mr. W. aſks, 
I, lie does not ds all this in order.to find it, what docs 
The do it for? At this the alarm is taken, and the 
polt carries through various provinces printed let- 
ters againft old Mordecat, and à ſynod is called to- 
gether, to proleſt againſt the dreadful error. 

This reminds me of a little anecdote, Some 
centuries ago, one Wirgilius (I think) a German bi- 
ſhop, was bold enough to look over the walls of 
ignorance and ſuperſtition, which then incloſed zl! 
Europe. And he ſaw, that if the earth was round, 
there muſt be antipodes. Some minutes of his ob- 
ſervations were ſent to the Pope. His Holineſs 
who underſtood geography as much as Gs, 

too 
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took fright. Fancying the unheard- of aſſertion was 
injurious to the very fundamental principles of 
Chriſtianity, He directly called together the car- 
dinals, as wiſe as himſelf, and by their advice iſ- 
ſued out a Bull condemning the heretical doctrine, 
and the poor biſhop was obliged to make a formal 
recantation of it under pain of excommunication, 
Which are we to admire moſt? The zeal of the 
conclave, or that of the real Proteftants? In the 
mean time let me obſerve, that as all the Roman 
Catholics do now acknowledge, that there are anti- 


pane, ſoall real Proteſtants will one day acknow- 


edge, that penitents ſeek the favour of God in or- 
der to find it; unleſs ſome rare genius ſhould be able 
to demonſtrate; that it is, in order to loofe it. 

Having defended Mr, W.'s third propoſition 
from ſcripture and common fenſe, permit me to do 
it alſo from experience, And here I might appeal 


to the moſt eſtabliſhed perſons in Mr. W. 's ſocieties; | 


but as their teſtimony may have little weight with 
you, I wave it, and appeal to all the accounts of ſound 
converſions that have been publifhed ſince Calvin's 
days. Shew me one, Sir, wherein it appears 
that a mourner in Sion found the above deſcribed 


Juſtification, without doing ſome previous works meet 


for repentance. If you cannot produce one fuch in- 
ſtance, Mr. W.'s doctrine is ſupported by the print- 
ed experiences of all the converted Calviniſts, as 
well as of all the believers in his own ſocieties. 
Nor am I afraid to appeal even to the experience 
of your own friends. If any one of theſe can ſay 
with a good conſcience that he found the above- 
deſcribed juſtification without firſt topping in the 
career of outward fin, without praying, ſeeking, 
and confeſling his guilt and miſery, I promiſe to 
give up the minutes. But if none can make ſuch a 
declaration you muſt grant, Sir, that experience is 
on Mr. W.'s fide, as much as reaſon, revelation, 

the beſt Calviniſts, and yourſelf. I ſay yourſelf. 
Give me leave to produce but one inſtance. 
Page 76 of your ſermons, you addreſs thoſe who fee 
| | E 2 them- 
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Wiemſeloes deſtitute of that knowledge of God which is 
eternal life, the very ſame thing that Mr. W. calls 
juſtification ; and which you define, a home-felt 
knowledge of God by the experience of his love, being fhed 
avroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghoſt given unto us. 
The Spirit of God bearing witneſs with our ſpirit, that 
we are the children of God, and you recommend to them 
to $EEK and PRESS after it,” Now Sir, ſeeking and 
preſſing after it, is certainly doing ſomething in order 
to find it. 5 

rok not conclude my vindication of the third 
propoſition, without anſwering a ſpecious objec- 
tion. © If we muſt do ſomething in order to Juſtife- 
cation, farewell free juſtification : it is no more of 

race, but of works, and conſequently of debt. 
Fhe middle wall of partition between the church 
of Rome, and the 3 of England, is pulled 
down, and the two fticks in the hands of that here- 
tical juggler, J. W. are become one. 

J reply (1.) that ſome who think they are real 
pillars in the Proteſtant church may be nearer the 
church of Rome than they are aware of : for Rome 
is far more remarkable for lording it over God's 
heritage, and calling the moſt faithful ſervants of 
God heretics, than even for her phariſaic exalting 
of good works. — (a.) If the church of Rome had 
not inſiſted upon the neceſſity of unrequired unpro- 
table, and fooliſh works; and if ſhe had not arro- 
gantly aſcribed /aving merit to works, yea to mere- | 
ly external performances, and by that means cloud- 
ed the merits of Chriſt; no reaſonable Proteſtant 
-would have ſeparated from her on account of her 
regard for works. (g.) Nothing can be more ab- 
ſurd than to affirm that when ſomething is required 
to be done in order to receive a favour, the favour loſes 
the name of a free gift, and directiy becomes a debt. 
Long, too long, perſons who have more honeſty 
than wiſdom, have been frighted from the _ 
path of duty by a phantom of their own making. 
O may the ſnare break at laſt! And why ſhould 
not it break now ? Have not ſophiſms * 
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drawn, till they break of themſelves in the ſight 
of every attentive ſpectator ? 3 | 

I ſay to two beggars, Hold out your hand: here 
is an alms for you. The one com [ies and the other 
refuſes, Who in the world will dare to ſay, that 
my Charity is no more a free: gift, becauſe I beſtow 
it only upon the man that held out his hand? Will 
nothing make it free but my wrenching his hand 
open, or forcing my bounty down his throat ? 
Again, the king ſays to four rebels, throw down 
your arms; ſurrender, and you ſhall have a place, 
both in my favour and at court. One of them obeys 
and becomes a great man; the others upon refuſal 
are caught and hanged, What ſophiſter will face 
me down, that the pardon and place of the former, 
are not freely beſtowed upon him, becauſe: he did 
lomething in order to obtain them? Once more, 
The God of providence ſays, If you plow, ſow, 
harrow, fence, and weed your fields, E will give 
the increaſe, and you ſhall have a crop. Farmers 
obey : and are they to believe, that becaule they do 
fo many things towards their harveſt, it is not the 
free gift of heaven? Do not all thoſe who fear: 
God, know that their ground, feed, cattle, ſtrength, 
yea, and their very life, are the gifts of God? Does 
not this prevent their claiming a crop as debt? 
And make them confeſs, that tho' it was ſuſpended 
on their plowing, &c. it is the unmerited bounty 
of heaven ? ? | 

Apply this Sir, to the preſent caſe, and yow 
will ſee that our doing ſomething in order to juſtiſi- 
cation, does not in the leaſt hinder it from being. 
a free gift; becauſe whatever we do in order to 
it, we do it by the: grace of God preventing. us that 
we may have a good-will, and woneing with us 
when we have that goockwill; all being of free, 
moſt abſolutely free grace, through the merits of 
Chriſt. And nevertheleſs ſo ſure as a farmer, in 
the appointed ways of providence, ſhall have: 
no harveſt if he does 3 towards it; a pro- 
E 3. feſſor 
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feſſor in the appointed ways of grace (let him 
talk of finiſhed ſalvation all the year round) ſhall 
go without juſtification and ſalvation, unleſs he does 
ſomething towards them. He that now goeth en his 
way weeping, ſays the Pſalmiſt, and beareth forth good 
feed, ſhall doubtleſs come again with joy, and bring his 
| ſheaves with him. Be not deceived, ſays the Apoſtle, 
whatſoever a man ſoweth that fhall he alſo reap; and he 
only that foweth to the ſpirit ſhall of the ſpirit reap 
life everlaſting. David therefore and St. Paul muſt 
be proved enemies to free grace, before Mr. W. 
can be repreſented as ſuch ; for they both ſowed in 
tears before they reaped in joy : their doctrine and 
experience went hand in hand together, 

Having now vindicated the three firſt propoſi- 
tions of the minutes, levelled at three dangerous 
tenets of Dr. Criſp, and ſhewn, that not only your- 
felf, Sir, but moderate Calviniſts are (fo far) in- 

_ firely of Mr. W. 's ſentiment. I remain, | 


Hon. and Rev. Sir, 


Your obedient ſervant, 


In the bond of a free and peaceful goſpel, 


]. F, 


FOURTH 
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FOURTHLETTE R, 


Hon. and Rev. Sir, 


Tf the three firſt. propoſitions of the minutes are 
1 ſcriptural, Mr. W. may well begin the remain- 
ing part, by deſiring the preachers in his connec- 
tion to emerge along with him from under the noiſy 
billows of prejudice, and to ſtruggle quite out of 
the muddy ä of Antinomian deluſions, which 
have ſo long gone over our heads, and carried ſo 
many ſouls down the channels of vice, into the lake 
that burneth with fire and brimſtone. Well may 
he intreat them to 

| Renew the whole affair. 

And why ſhould this modeſt requeſt, alarm any 
one? Tho' error dreads a reviſal, truth, you know, 
cannot but gain by it, 


: 3 
Mr. W. ſays in this reviem, 


1. Who is now accepted of God ? He that now be- 


lieves in Chrift with a loving obedient heart. 

Excellent anſwer! Worthy of St. Paul and St. 
od for it ſums up in one line the Epiſtles of 
oth, In the firſt part of it, (He that now believes 


in Chrift) you ſee St. Paul's goſpel calculated for 
loft ſinners, who now fly from the babel of ſelf. 


righteouſneſs and fin, and find all things in Chriſt 


ready for their reception. And in the ſecond part, 
(with a loving and obedient heart) you ſee the ſtrong 
bulwark raiſed by St. James, to guard the truth of 
the goſpel againſt the attacks of Antinomian and 
Laodicean profeſſors, Had he ſaid, he * pn 

elieve 
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believe the next hour, is now accepted,” he would 
have beſtowed upon preſent unbelief the blefling 
that is promiſed to wee tb faith. Had he ſaid “ he 
that believed a year ago, is now accepted of God,” 
he would have opened the kingdom of heaven to 
apoſtates, contrary to St. Paul's declarations to the 
ebrews. He therefore very properly fays he that 
ow believes; for it is written, he that belteveth, (not 
he that ſhall believe, or he that did believe) hath 
everlaſting life. SES FEEL.” 

What fault can you then find with Mr. W. here? 
Surely you cannot blame him for propoſing Chriſt 
as the object of the Chriſtian's faith, or for ſaying 
that the believer hath a loving and obedient heart; 
for he ſpeaks of the accepted man, and not of him 
who comes for acceptance. Multitudes alas! reſt ſa- 
tisfied with an unloving, diſobedient faith, —a faith 
that engages only the head, but has nothing to do 
with the heart—a faith that works by malice, in- 
ſtead of working by love — a faith that pleads for ſin 
in the heart, inſtead of purifying the heart from 
ſin —a faith that St. ma pans arr 1 Cor. x11, 2; 
and that-St, James compares to a carcaſs, Chap 11. 
26. There is no need that Mr. W. ſhould coun- 
tenance ſuch a faith by his minutes. Too many 
alas! do it by their lives; and God grant none may 
do it by their ſermons. Whoever does, Sir, it is 
not you; for you tell us in your's, page 150, that 
Chriſt is to be found only by living faith; even a faith 
that worketh by love; even a faith that layeth hold of 
Chriſt by the feet, and worſſippeth him—the very faith 
of Mary Magdalen, who certainly had a doing and 
obedient heart, for our Lord teſtified that fhe loved 
much, and ardent love cannot but be zealoully obedient. 
There is not then the leaſt ſhadow of hereſy, but 
the very marrow of the goſpel in this article, Let 
us ſee whether the ſecond is equally defenſible. 


En os 
2. But who among thoſe that never heard of Chraft ? 
He that feareth God, and worketh righteouſneſs, accord- 
ing to the light he hate And 
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And where is the error here? Did not St. Pe- 
ter begin his evangelical ſermon to Cornelius by 
theſe very words, prefaced by ſome others that 
make them — emphatical ? Of a truth I 
percerve that God is no reſpecter of perſons ; but in 
every nation he that feareth God and worketh righteouſ- 
neſs is accepted of hum. Surely, Sir, you will never 
. on a formal recantation of a plain 3 | 
EBut perhaps you object to thoſe words Which 
Mr. W. has added to St. Peter's declaration, accord- 
ing to the light he hath, What ſhould it be ** ac- 
cording to the light he has not?“ Are not there 
— enough among us, who follow the wicked 
ervant that intimated his Lord was an hard and au- 
tere man reaping where he had not ſoun, and gathering 
where, he had not ftraw'd ? Muſt Mr. W. increaſe the 
number ? Or would you have him infinuate that 
God ts more cruel than Pharaoh, who granted the 
poor Iſraelites day-liglit, if he allowed them no ſt rau 
to make bricks---that he requires an Heathen to 
work without any degree of light, without a day of 
viſitation, in the Egyptian darkneſs of a merely na- 
tural ſtate P And that he will then damn and 
torment him everlaſtingly, either for not doing or 
for marring his work ? O Sir, like yourſelf, Mr, 
W. is too evangelical to entertain ſuch notions of 
the God of love. | 
“At this rate, fay ſome, an Heathen may be 
ſaved without a Saviour; his fearing God and work- 
ing righteouſneſs will go for the blood and righteouſ- 
nels of Chriſt.“ Mr. W. has no ſuch thought: 
whenever an Heathen is accepted, it is merely 
through the merits of Chriſt: altho' it is in con- 
ſequence of his fearing God and working righteouf- 
neſs.” . But how comes he to ſee that God is to be 
feared, and that righteouſnefs ts his delight ?” Becauſe 
a beam of our Sun of righteouſneſs ſhines in his 
darkneſs, All is therefore of grace, the light, the 
works of righteouſneſs done by that light, and ac- 
ceptance in conſequence of them. How much 
more evangelical is this doctrine of St, Peter, _ 
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that of ſome Divines, who conſign all the Hea- 
thens by millions to hell torments, becauſe they 
cannot explicitly believe in à Saviour whoſe name 
they never heard? Nay, and in whom it would be 
N arrogancy to believe, if he never died 
for them ? Is it not poſſible that Heathens ſhould 
by grace, reap ſome bleflings thro! Adam the ſe- 
cond, tho' they know nothing of his name -and 
obedience unto death; when they, by nature 
reap ſo n_ curſes thro” Adam the firſt, to whoſe 
name and diſobedience they are equally ſtrangers? 
If this is an hereſy, it is fuch an one as does honor to 
Jeſus and humanity, | = 
' 2d, Obj. Mr. W. by allowing the poſſibili 
of a righteous. Heathen's ſalvation goes point bla 
againſt the 18th article of our Church which he 
has ſolemnly ſubſcribedꝰ “ £ 
Anſ. This aſſertion is groundleſs. Mr, W. far 
from preſuming to ſay that an Heathen can be ſav- 
ed by the law or ſect that he profeſſes, if he frames his 
hife according to the light of nature, cordially believes 
that all the Heathens who-are faved, are ſo thro 
the name, that is, thro” the merit and Spirit of Chriſt; 
by framing their life, not according to I know not 
what light naturally received from fallen Adam, 
Kat according to the ſupernatural light, which 
Chriſt graciouſly affords them, in the diſpenſation 
they are under. . . 
gd. Obj. However if he does not impugn 
the 18th article, he does the 1gth, which ſays, 
that Works done before juſtification, or before the grace 
of Chriſt, and the inſbiration of has Spirit, for as mucſi 
as they proceed not from faith in Chniſt, are not pleaſant 
to God, yea have the nature of fin.” | 
Nay, this article does not affect Mr. W. 's doc- 
trine; for he conſtantly maintains, that if the 
works of a Melchiſedec, a Job, a Plato, a Cor- 
nelius are accepted, it is only becauſe they follow 
the general juſtification above-mentioned ; (which 
is poſſibly what St. Paul calls the free gift that 
came upon ALL men to Juſtification of life, Rom. " 
— 18. 
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48.) and becauſe they proceed from the grace of Chrit 
and the inſpiration of his Spirit they are not there- 
fore done before that grace and inſpiration, as are 
the works which the article condemns, | 
4th Obj. But all that is not of faith is fin, and 
without faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God.” 

Anſ. True; therefore he that cometh to God muft 
BELIEVE that he 1s, and that he 1s a rewarder of them 
that diligently ſeet him. Cornelius had undoubtedly 
this faith, and a degree of it is found in all ſincere 
Heathens, For Chriſt the light of men viſits all, tho? 
in a variety of degrees and 2 He ſaid 
to the carnal Jews that believed not on hum: Yet a 
little while the light is with you; walk while ye have the 
light, leſt darkneſs come upon you : While ye have the 
hight, BELIEVE IN THE LIGHT, that ye may be the 
children of the light. All the Heathens that are ſav- 
ed, are then ſaved, by an explicit faith in Jeſus 
the light of the world; or, to uſe our Lord's own 
4 4 by believing in the light of their diſpenſation, 
before the day of their Citation is paſt, beſore to- 
tal darkneſs comes upon them, even the night when no 
man can work. | 

5, Obj. But if Heathens can be ſaved without 


the goſpel, what need is there of the Chriſtian diſ- 


penſation ? 
Anſ. (1.) None of them was ever ſaved without 
a beam of the internal light of the goſpel, which is 
preached in (e) every creature under heaven, Col. i. 2g. 
(2.) The argument may be retorted : if ſinners could 
be ſaved under the patriarchal diſpenſation, what 
need was there of the Moſaic ? If under the Mo- 
ſaic, what need of John's baptiſm ? If under the 
baptiſm of John, what need of Chriſtianity ? Or 
to anſwer by a compariſon; if we can ſee our way 
by ſtar-light, what need is there of moon-ſhine ? 
If by moon-ſhine, what need of the dawn of day ? 
5 by the dawn of day, what need of the riſing- 

un? | 

The brightneſs of divine diſpenſations, like the 
Light the righteous, ſhanes more and more unto the per- 
Fe# 


(6) 
fed day. And tho' an Heathen may be ſaved in his 
75 ay 


low diſpenſation, and attain unto a low degree of 
glory, which the Apoſtle compares to the ſhining 
of a ſtar, (for in my Father's houſe, ſays Chriſt, there 
are many man ſions) yet it is an unſpeakable advan- 
tage to be ſaved from the darkneſs attending his un- 
comfortable diſpenſation, into the full enjoyment 
of the life and immortality brought to light by the expli- 
cit goſhel, Well might then the angel ſay to Cor- 
nelius, who was already accepted according to his 
diſpenſation, that Peter ſhould tell him words where- 
by he ſhould be ſaved—ſaved from the weakneſs, dark- 
neſs, bondage, and tormenting fears attending his 
reſent ſtate, into that bleſſed tate of light, com- 
ort, liberty, power, and glorious joy, where he 


that is feeble is as David, and the houſe of David as 


God, or as'the angel of the Lord. 
HFaving thus briefly anſwered the objections that 

are advanced againſt St. Peter's and Mr. W.'s doc- 
trine, proceed we to the gd query, in the review 
of the whole affair. F 


III. 5 
g. 1s this the ſame with he that is fincere? Nearly 
if not quite. 


In the name of charity where is the error of this 


anſwer? Where the ſhadow of herely? Do you 
ſuppoſe, by he that is fincere Mr. W. means a car- 


nal unwakened wretch, who boaſts of his imagi- 


_ nary ſincerity? No, Sir, he means one who, in 
God's account, and not barely in his own, frncerely 
and uprightly follows the light of his diſpenſation. 

Now, if you expoſe Mr. W. as guilty of hereſy, for 

uſing this word once, what proteſts will you enter 

againſt St. Paul, for uſing it over and over? How 
will you blame him for defiring the Epheſians (ac- 
cording to the fine reading of our margin) to be 
fincere in love ! a’, ev ayamy — Or for wiſhing 
nothing greater to his dear Philippians, than that 
they might be ſincere in the day of Chriſt ! Oh Sir, 
to-fear, and much more to love, the Lord in fincerity 
bo: : is 
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abe; 
is a great and rare thing, Eph. vi. 24. We find 


every where too much of the old leaven of malice, and 
too little of the unleavened bread of ſincerity and truth, 
1 Cor. v. 8, Think not therefore that Mr. W. be- 
trays the cauſe of God, becauſe he thinks that to be 
fincere, and to fear God and work righteouſneſs, are 
expreſſions nearly, i not quite, ſynonimous. | 

But you do not perhaps find fault with Mr. W, 
for ſetting "bes. Heathens too low, but too high, 
by giving them the character of being ſincere. For 
you know that our tranſlators render the Hebrew 
word (Thmim) ſometimes fincere, at other times 
«pright, undefiled, and moſt commonly perfect. As 
in theſe ſentences, Noah was u perfeft man, Job was 
a perfect man, &c. May not then Mr. W. ſecretly 
bring in his abominable doctrine of perfection, un- 
der the leſs frightful expreſſion of nceriiy? Of this 
more by and by. | | 

In the mean time I ſhall cloſe my vindication 
of the 2d. and gd. query, by the ſentiments of two 
unqueſtionable Proteſtants on the preſent ſubject. 
The one is Mr, Henry in his comment on St. Pe- 
ter's words. God, ſays he, never did, nor ever will 
reject an honeſt Gentile, who fears God and 
* worſhips him, and works righteoulnels, i. e. is 
juſt and charitable towards all men, who lives 
© up to the light he has in a s1xCcERE devotion, 
and regular converſation. Wherever God finds 
© an UPRIGHr man he will be found an upright 
God, Pf. 18. 25.—And thoſe that have not the 
knowledge of Chyſt, and therefore cannot have 
an explicit regard to him, may yet receive grace 
for his ſake, to fear God, and work righteoul- 
© neſs; and wherever God gives grace to do ſo, as 
© he did to Cornelius,, he will thro' Chriſt accept 
the work of his own hands.“ Here, Sir, you 
have the very doctrine of Mr. W. quite down to 
the heretical word ſincere. 

The other divine, Sir, is yourſelf, You tell us 
in your ſermon on the ſame text, that We cannot 
© but admire, and adore God's univerſal tender- 
« neſs, and pity for every people and nation _ | 

} | cr 
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© der heaven, in that he willeth not the death of 
5 any fingle ſinner, but accepteth every one into 
5 goſpel-covenant with him, who feareth him and 
* worketh righteouſneſs according to the light im- 
* parted to him. | 
Now, Sir, where is the difference between 
your orthodoxy and Mr. W. 's hereſy? He aſſerts 
God accepts him that fears God and works righ- 
. — according to the light he has:* Mr. 
Henry ſays, him that lives up to the light he 
has: and you, Sir, him who feareth God 
and worketh righteouſneſs according to the light 
* imparted to him.“ If Mr. W. muſt ſhare the 
fate of Shadrach for his hereſy, I doubt Mr. Hen: 
will have that of Meſhech, and you, of Abed. | 
nego; for you are all three in the ſame honorable 
condemnation. | 
But Mr. W. foreſecing that ſome will be of- 
fended at St. Peter's evangelical declaration, con- 
cerning the acceptance of ſincere Heathens whe 
work righteouſneſs, propoſes and anſwers the follow- 
ing objettion, Se | 19 
. 5 

4. 1s not this ſalvation by works ? 

Not by the un of works, but by works as a CON- 
B1T3zON. In the former part of this anſwer, Mr, 
W. freely grants all you can require, to guard the 
goſpel, againſt the Popiſh doctrine of making 
ſatisfaction for fin, and meriting ſalvation by 
works: for he maintains that tho' God accepts the 
Heathen that works righteouſneſs, yet it is not 
through the merit of his works, but ſolely thro' 


that of Chriſt. Is not this the very doctrine of 


our church in her 41th article which treats of juf:- 


fication ? We are accounted righteous before God only 


for the MERIT of our Lord Feſus Chriſt by faith, and 


not for our own works or DESERVINGS, Does not 
the oppoſition of the two ſentences, and the ex- 
planatory word defervings, evidently ſhew that 
works meet for repentance are not excluded from 


being in the ſinner that comes to be juſtified,” but 


from 


( 63 


from having any merit or worth to purchaſe his 
juſtification ? p 

Our church expreſſes herſelf more fully on this 
head in the homily on ſalvation, to which the ar- 
ticle refers. St. Paul, ſays ſhe, declares nothing (ne- 
ceſſary) on the behalf of man concerning his juſtification, 
but only a true and lively faith, and yet (N. B.) that 


faith does not ſhut out repentance, hope, love, (of delire 


when we are coming, love of delight when we 
are come) dread, and the fear of God, to be joined 
with it in every man that is juftified ; but it fhutteth 
them out from the office of juſtifying ; thu” they be all 
preſent together in him that is peftified, yet they juſtiſy 
not all together.” This is agreeable to St. Peter's 
doctrine, maintained by Mr. W. Only faith in 


Chrift for Chriſtians, and faith in the light of their 


difpenſation for Heathens, is neceſſary in order to 
acceptance: but tho' faith only juſtifies, yet it is 
never alone; for repentance, hope, love of de- 
fire, and the fear of God neceſſarily accompany 
this faith if it is living. Our church therefore 1s 
not at all againſt works proceeding from, or ae- 
companying faith in all its ſtages. She grants 
that whether faith ſeeks or finds its object, whe- 
ther it longs for or embraces it, it is ſtill a live- 
ly, active, and working grace. She is only againſt 
the vain conceit that works have any hand in me- 
riting juſtification or purchaſing ſalvation, which 
is what Mr. W. likewiſe oppoſes. | 

If you ſay, that his hereſy ay not conſiſt in 
exploding the merit of works iff point of ſalva- 
tion, but in uſing that legal expreſſion falvation 
by works, as a condition, I anſwer, that as I would 
not contend for the word trinity, becaufe it is not 


in the bible, no nor yet for the word 1 


tho” it is there, neither would I contend for the 
expreſſion, ſalvation by works, as a condition. But 
the thing Mr. W. means by it, is, there in a hun- 
dred different turns and modes of expreſſion, 
Therefore it is highly worth contending bre and 
o much the more as it is, next to the doctrine 
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of the atonement, the moſt important part of the 
faith once delivered unto the ſaints. | 
Any candid perſon acquainted with Mr. W.'s 
principles, (and for ſuch only the minutes were 
written) cannot but ſee that he meant abſolutely 
nothing, but what our Saviour means in theſe and 
the like ſcriptures, namely, that ſalvation, is ſuſ- 
pon on a variety of things which Divines call 
y various names, and which Mr. W. with a ma- 
jority of them chuſes to call conditions. Except 
ye repent ye ſhall all periſh—Except ye be converted, and 


become as little children, ye ſhall not enter into the king- 


dom of heaven.—Here repentance, and converſion are 


conditions of eternal ſalvation.—1f ye believe not ye 
fall die in your fins : for this is the woRK of God, the 


work that God requires and approves, that ye belzeve 
on hum whom he hath ſent, —Here the work of faith is 
the condition. I am alpha and omega, the firſt and 
the laſt. Bleſſed are they that do his commandments, that 
they may have RIGHT to the tree > « life, and may enter 
en tro the gates into the city. And here it is, doing 
God's commandments. | 2 

St. Paul, evangelical Paul, ſays the ſame thing in 
a variety of expreſſions. F any man love not the 
Lord Fefus, let him be- anathema, If love the noble 
work of the heart, does not take place, the fearful 
curſe will. — he live after the. fleſh ye ſhall die, but 
of ye thro' the Spirit mortify the deeds of the fleſh ye fhall 
live. Spiritual mortification is here the condition.— 
Without holineſs no man ſhall fee the Lord. Here ho- 
linefs is the condition,---Be not deceived; neither ſor- 
nicators, nor covetous, nor drunkards, northeves, nor reuil- 


ers ſhall inherit the kingdom of God. Here ceaſing from 
fornicalion, drunkenneſs, &c. is the ſame condition. 


St. John is in the ſame condemnation as Mr. W. 
for he declares, There fhall in no wife enter into the 


new Jeruſalem any thing that defileth, neither what/0- 


ever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie, Here the 
condition is not working abomination, & c. Whoſoever 
hateth has brother is a murderer, and ye know that no 
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murderer hath eternal life, Here the condition is 
ceaſing hatred, the murder of the heart. 


St. Peter is equally deep in the hereſy. In a va- 
riety of expreſſions he deſcribes the miſery and fatal 
latter end, of thoſe who eſcape the pollutions 7 the world 
thro' the knowledge of the Lord Feſus, and are again 
intangled therein, thro' the non-performance of this 
condition, 1f ye do theſe things, ye ſhall never fall, 

As for St. James, I need not quote him : you 
know, that when Luther was in his heat, he could 
have found it in his heart to tear his precious epiſtle 
from among the ſacred books, and burn it as an 
chiſtle of firaw. He thought the author of it was an 
enemy to free grace, an abetter of pope tenets, at 
antichriſt. It is true, the ſcales of prejudice fell at 
laſt from his eyes, but alas! it was not till he had 
{een the Antinomian boar lay waſte the Lord's flou- 
riſhing vineyard all over proteſtant Germany: then 
was he glad to draw aginit him St. James's de- 
ipiſed ſword ; and I ſhall be happily miſtaken, Sir, 
if you are not obliged one day to make ule of the 
heretical minutes, as he did of the epiſtie of ftraw. 

If any ſtill urge, I do not love the word condi- 
tion. I reply; It is no wonder; ſince thouſand; 
ſo hate the thing, that they even chuſe to go to hell, 
rather than perform it. But let an old worthy di- 
vine, approved by all but Criſp's diſciple's, tell you 
what we mean by condition: An antecedent condition, 
(lays Mr. Flavel in his dyfrourſe of errors) figniſtes nv 
more than an act of curs; which, tho“ it be neuher per- 


fect in any degree, nor in the leaſt meritorious of the be- 


nefit conferred, nor performed in our own natural ſtrengtii; 
is yet, according to the conſtitution of the covenant, 2t- 
quired of us, in order to the bleſſings conſequent thereupon, 
by virtue of the promiſe and conſequently, benefits and 
mercies granted in this order, are and muft be ſuſpended 
by the donor till it be performed. Such a condition we 
affirm faith to be, with all that faith neceſſarily im- 
„ 

g When Dr. Criſp, in the laſt century, repreſented 
all the ſober puritan divines as legal, they anſwered, 
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* The covenant tho? conditional, is a diſpenſation of 
grace. There is grace in giving ability to perform 
the condition, as well as beſtowing the benefits: 
God's enjoying the one in order to the other, 
makes not the benefit to be leſs of grace; but it is 
a diſplay of God's wiſdom, in conferring the be- 
nefit ſuitably to the nature and condition of men 
in this life, who are here in a ſtate of trial; yea, 
the conditions are but a meetneſs to receive the 
bleſſings.“ e 3 | 
* The reaſon, added they, why we uſe the word 
condition, is becauſe it beſt ſuits with man's rela- 
tion to God, in his preſent dealings with us, as 
his ſubje&s on trial for eternity. Chrift as a prieſt 
has merited all; but as a prieſtly king he diſ- 
penſeth all: he enjoins the conditions in order to 
the benefits, and makes the benefits motives to 
our compliance with the conditions. He treats 
with men as his ſubjects, whom he will now rule 
and hereafter judge. Now what word is fo proper 
to expreſs the duties as enjoyned means of benefits, 
as the word conditions? The word conditions is of 
the ſame nature as terms of the goſpel. There are 
few authors of note, even of any perſuaſion that 
ſcruple uſing this word in our ſenſe, as Ames, 
Twils, Rutherford, Hooker, Norton, Preſton, 
Owen, ſynod of New-England, the aſſembly of 
divines, &c. And none have reaſon to ſcruple it 
except ſuch as think we are juſtified before we are 
born.“ See Gofpel Truth vindicated by Williams 
againſt Dr. Criſp. $58 | 
If all the preteſtant divines who have directly 
or indireQly repreſented repentance and faith as 
| conditions of preſent falvation; and holineſs of heart 
| and life as conditions of eternal glory, as things ſine 
[ 1 quibus non, without which ſalvation and glory nei- 
| 
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| ther can nor will follow---if all thoſe divines, I ay, 
are guilty of hereſy, 9 out of an hundred are here- 
tics, and none of them, deeper in the hereſy than 


yourſelf, 1 5 
| Gs | | bY | In 


of the 
victions of ſin, you ſay, page 111. * This inward 


weak, and harden infidels! 


(67) 


In your ſermons, page 39, clearing yourſelf of the 
ſlander that you do not preach up, recommend, and inf 
on the neceſſity of good works ; you add, I not only 
6 preach this or that part of the moral law, but I 
preach the whole moral law; and Itell you plainly, 


© that ir vob DO NOT PERFORM THE WHOLE WILL 


© or Gop, YOU CANNOTBE FINALLY SAVED.” Then 
you add, Surely they who cor tend fer the doc- 
* trine of good works will be ſatisfied with this, or 
they are very unreaſonable, Indeed, Sir, Mr. 
W. is quite ſatisfied with it; I only wonder what 
in the world can make you fo diſſatisfed with his 
minutes; for he never gave Antinomianiſm a more 
legal thruſt. 


And as you make works fo abſolutely neceſſary to 


eternal ſalvation, ſo do you make a law-work an uni- 


verſal AY of preſent ſalvation. 8 eaking 
ear and dread that ſeize a ſinner under con- 


© ſhock and perturbation muſt paſs upon the foul of 
every RETURNING ſinner more or leſs, before he 
can poſſibly be rendered a proper obje of divine 
© GRACE and mercy,” Hold, Sir, you go one ſtep 
beyond Mr. W. for he ſteadily maintains, that if 
the ſinner was not à proper object of divine grace, BE- 
FORE he feels the inward ſhock you fpeak of, he 
would never be ſhocked and return. 

Do not all unprejudiced perſons ſee, that what 
Mr. W. calls condition, others call way, means, or 
terms? &c. And that you have as little reaſon to 
pick a quarrel with him, as to raiſe a body of men 
againſt a quiet traveller, for calling a certain ſum, 
a guinea, Whereas you think it more proper to call 
it one pound one—twenty-one ſhillings —forty-two ſiæ- 
gow or fixty-three groats. Oh, Sir, what reaſon 

ave we to be aſhamed of our chicaneries; and to 


beſecch the Lord, that they may not ſtumble the 


O how 


(- 68 ) 
O how juſtly does Mr. W. aſk next! 
V 


5. What have we then been diſputing about for theſe 


thirty years? I am afraid about words. 

Pardon me, Sir, af here alſo I cannot cry hereſy ! 
with you. Far from doing it. I admire the can- 
dor of an old man of God, who inſtead of ſtiffly 


holding, and obſtinately maintaining an old miſtake, 


comes down as a little child, and freely acknow- 
ledges it before a reſpectable body of preachers, 
whoſe eſteem it is his intereſt to ſecure. O how 
many are there that look upon Mr. W. as a 1otten 
threſhold, and themſelves as pillars in the temple 
of God, who would not own themſelves miſtaken 
for the world! | | 

He ſays, I am afraid we have diſputed about words : 
parheys he might have ſaid, I am very ſure of it. 


ow many diſputes have been raiſed theſe go years 


among religious people, about thoſe works of the 
heart, which St. Paul calls rep-ntance towards God, 
and faith im our Lord Jeſus Chrift ? Some, have cal- 
led them the only way or method of receiving falva- 
tion; others the means of ſalvation, others the terms 
of it. Some have named them duties or graces ne- 
eeffary to ſalvation, others conditions of ſalvation, 


others parts of ſalvation, or privileges annexed to it; 


while others have gone far round about, and uſed 
I know not what far fetched expreſſions, and am- 
biguous phraſes to convey the ſame idea. I ſay the 
fame idea, for if all maintain that altho' repentance 
and works meet for it, and faith working by love are not 
meritorious, they are nevertheleſs abſolutely ne- 


ceſſary, that they are a thing fine qua non, all are 


agreed; and if they diſpute, it muſt be, as Mr. W. 
juſtly intimates, about words. | 

A compariſon will at once make you ſenſible of 
it. A phyſician tells me that the way, the only way 
or method in which we live, is abſtaining from poi- 


fon, and taking proper food: no, ſays another, you 


ſhould fay, that abſtaining from poilon, and taking 
| proper 
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proper food, are the means, by which our life is 
preſerved. You are quite miſtaken, ſays a third, 
rejecting poiſon and eating are the terms, God hath 
fixed upon for our preſervation ; no, ſays a fourth, 
they are duties without the performance, or ble 
fings without the receiving of which, we mu 
abſolutely die: I believe for my part, ſays ano- 
ther, that providence hath engaged to preſerve 
our life, on condition that we ſhall forbear taking 
poiſpn, and eat proper food. You are all in the 
wrong, you know nothing at all of the matter; (ſays 
another who applauds himſelfmuch for his wonder- 
fal diſcovery) turning from poiſon, and receiving 
nouriſhment are the exerciſes of a living man ; there- 
fore they muſt abſolutely be called parts of his life, 
or privileges annexed to it: you quite take away 
people's appetite, and clog their ſtomach, by calling 
them duties, terms, conditions. Only call them pri- 
vileges, and you'll ſee no-body will touch poiſon, 
and all will eat moſt heartily.— While they are all 
neglecting their food, and uling the poiſon of this 
contention, he that had mentioned the word condt- 
tion ſtarts up and ſays; Review the whole affair: take 
heed to your afſertions I am afraid we diſpute about 
words, Upon this all riſe againſt him, all accuſe 
him of robbing the Preſerver of men of his glory, 
or holding a tenet injurious to the very fundamen- 
tal principles of our conſtitution. as 
Let us leave them to the uneafy workings of their 
unaccountable panic, to conſider the next article of 
the minutes, Is OY 
ch _ | | 


6. As to MERIT ite, of which we have been fo dread- 
Fully afraid: we are rewarded ACCORDING TO OUR 
WORKS, yea, BECAUSE OF OUR WORKS. Hor does 
this differ from FOR THE SAKE OF OUR WORKS? And 
how differs this from ſecundum MERITA OPERUM? As 
our works DESERVE? Can you ſplit this hair ? I doubt, 
J cannot. eee | | 
If Mr. W. meant, that we are ſaved by the merit 
of works, and not entirely by that of Chriſt, you 
| might 
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f. exclaim againſt his propoſition as erroneous; 
and I would echo back your exclamation. But as 
he flatly denies it No. 4. in thoſe words, Not by the 
merit of works, and has conſtantly aſſerted the con- 
trary for above go years, we cannot without mon- 


ſtrous injuſtice, fix that ſenſe upen the word merit 


in this paragraph. . | 
Diveſting himſelf of bigotry and party-ſpirit, he 
| we acknowledges truth even when it is held 
rth by his adverſaries. An inſtance of candor 
worthy of our imitation |. He ſees that God offers 


and 2 his children here on earth, particular re- 
wards for particular inſtances of obedience. He 


knows that when a man is ſaved meritoriouſly by 
Chriſt, and conditionally by (or if you pleaſe, upon the 


terms of ) the work of fatth, the patience of hope, and the 
labour of love, he fhall particularly be rewarded in 
heaven for his works: and he obſerves, that the 
ſcriptures ſteadily maintain, we are recompenſed 
according to our works, yea, becauſe of our works. 
The former of theſe aſſertions is plain from the 
2 of the talents, and from theſe werds of our 
ord, Matt. xvi. 27. The Son of Man fhall come ix 
the glory of has Father, and reward every man according 
#0 has work—Unbelievers according to the various de- 
rees of demerit belonging to their evil works, (for 


- ſome of them ſhall comparatively be beaten with few 


ſtripes :) and believers according to the various de- 
grees of excellence found in their good works; for 
as one ftar differeth from another ſtar in glory, ſo alfo is 
the reſurrection of the righteous dead. | | 

he latter aſſertion is not leſs evident from the 


repeated declaratiotis of God; f AUsH thou haft 
| kept the word of my patience, I alſo will keep thee from 


the hour of temptation which ſhall come upon all the world. 
Rev. iii. 10.---BEcavst Phineas was zealous for his 
God, in killing Zimri and Coſbi, behold J give unte 
him my covenant of peace and he Mall have it, and his 


feed after him even the covenant of an everlaſting prieſt- 


ged. And again, BECAUSE thou haſt done this, and 
haft not with-held thy ſon, by myſelf have I ſworn 44 in 
a F ng 
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bleſing J will bleſs thee, 8x caust thou haſt obeyed my 
voice, Now ſays Mr. W. how differs this from, 
I will bleſs thee FOR THE SAKE OF thy obedtence to my 
voice? And how differs this from ſecundum merita' 
obedientiæ? As thy obedience deſerves ? And by com- 
paring the difference of theſe expreſſions to the ſplit- 
ting of a hair, or to a metaphylical ſubtilty, he very 
2 inſinuates that we have been too dreadfully a- 
rai 

Aire yourſelf of the candor that belongs to a Chriſ- 
tian, to put on the bitter zeal of a bigot. You will 
not run for fear of Popery into the very Spirit of 
it, by crying hereſy! hereſy! before you have ma- 
turely e the queſtion: or if you have done 
ſo once, you will do it no more. And if Mr. W. 
ſhould ever propoſe again the ſplitting of a hair, I 
hope, you will remember that equity (to ſay no- 
thing of brotherly love) requires you to ſplit it firft 
yourſelf, before you can with decency ftir up peo- 
ple far and near againft him fer modeſtly doubting, 
whether he can do it or no? 

But ſuppoſe ſome are determined to cry hereſy ! 
whenever they ſee the word merit: 1 hope others 
will candidly weigh what follows, in the balance of 
unprejudiced reaſon, 

If we detach from the word merit the idea of 
obligation on God's part to beſtow any — 
upo:i creatures Who have a thouſand times forfeite 
their comforts and exiſtence;“ If we take it in the 
{enſe we fix to it in an hundred caſes ; for inſtance 
this: © A maſter may reward his ſcholars ac- 
cording to the merit of their exerciſes, or he may 
not ; for merit of the beſt excrciſe can never bind 
him to beſtow a premium for it, unleſs he has pro- 
miſed it of his own accord :” if we take, I ſay, 
the word merit in this ſimple ſenſe, it may be 
Joined to the word good works, and bear an evange- 
lical meaning. | 

To be convinced of it, candid Reader, conſider, 
with Mr. W. that God accepts and rewards no 
work but ſo far as it procceds from his own grace 

| thro” 


f the word merit. Surely, Sir, you will not 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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thro' the Beloved,” Forget not that Chriſt's Spirit 
is the ſavour of each believer's ſalt, and that he 
puts excellence into the good works of his people, 


or elſe they could not be good. Remember he is 
as much concerned in the good tempers, words, 


and actions of his living members, as a tree is con- 
cerned in the ſap, leaves, and fruit of the branches 
it bears, Joh. xv. 5. Conſider, I ſay, all this, and 


tell us, whether it can reflect diſnonor upon Chriſt 


and his grace, to afhrm that as his perlonal merit 
—the merit of his holy life and painful death, 
opens the kingdom of heaven to all believers, lo the me- 
rit of thole works which he enables his members 
to do, will determine the peculiar degrees of glory 
graciouſly allotted to each of them, =, 

I own, I believe there is ſuch a dignity in re 


thing in which the Son of God has an hand, 


that the Father, who is always well pleaſed with 
him and his works, cannot but look upon it with 
eculiar complacency, Even a cup of water given in 
Nis dear name, that is by the efficacy of his loving 
Spirit, hath that in it which all in no wife loſe its 
reward: for it has ſomething of the love of God- 
man Jeſus, which merits all the approbation and 
{miles of the Father. FLOG 
In our well-meant zeal againſt Popery we have 
been driven to an extreme, and have not done 


good works juſtice. I am the vine ſays Jelus, 


and ye are the branches, he that abideth in me bringeth 
forth much fruit. Herein is my Father glorified that ye 
bear much fruit. What! is the Father glorified in 
the fruit of believers; and ſhall this fruit be repre- 
ſented. to us always grub- eaten, and rotten at the 
core? Do we honor either the vine or the hufband- 
man, while one hour we ſpeak wonders of the fruit 
of the vine, and the next repreſent the branches and 
their fruit as full of deadly poiſon ? O God of 
mercy and pationc forgive us, for we know not 
what we do! we even think we do thee ſervice: O 


ive us genuine, and ſave from voluntary, humility. 


Believer, let not the virtue of thy Saviour's righ- 
: teouſnels, 
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teouſnefs, the only good thing that is in thee, be 
evil ſpoken of. Thou art grafted upon the good olive. 
tree; be not high minded but fear; fear to be cut off like 
the branch that beareth net fruit; but be not afraid to 
ſuck the balmy ſap, till the peaceful olive ripens 
in thy ſoul, and drops the oil of joy that makes a chear- 
ful countenance. Thou art married to Chrijt that' hence 
forth thou fhouldft bring forth fruit unto God. O let 
not thy miſtaken brethren diſcourage thee from do- 
ing all the good that thy heart and hand find to do, and 
that with all thy mig lil. | 
I write theſe alluſions as they occur to my mind, 
to raiſe thy thoughts above ſpiritual ſloth and bar- 
renneſs of heart, by ſhowing thee, thro' a ſcriptural 
glaſs, ſomething of thy huſband's glory, and of the 
excellence of the labour of love, wherein thou haſt 
the honour of being a worker together with him. Let 
not what I ſay puff thee up, but encourage thee to 
be fledfaſt, unmoveable, always abounding in the work 
of the Lord, forafmuch as thou ery thy labour ig not 
in vain in the Lord. Remember thou haſt nothing 
to hoaſt of, but much reaſon to be humbled. If 
thy work: arc compared to a roſe, the colour, odour, 
and ſweetneſs are Chriſt's; the aptneſs to fade, and 
the thorns are thine. If to a burning taper, the 
ſnuff and ſmoke come from thee, the bright and 
chearing light from thy Bridegroom. The excel- 
lence and merit of the performance flow from him; 
the flaws and imperfections from thee; neverthe- 
leſs the whole work 1s as. truly thine, as grapes 
are truly the fruit of the branch that bore them. 
And yet, as the branch cannot bear fruit of ufelf, ex- 
cept it abide in the vine, no more canſt thou, except thou 
abide in Chrift + for without him thou canſt do nothing. 

Having thus cautioned thee againſt the Popiſh 
abuſe of Mr. W.'s doctrine of the excellence of 
works, and ſhewn thee the evangelical uſe that a 
real Proteſtant ſhould make of it; I return to the 
word merit, of which we have been f» dreadfully afraid. 
Let a compariſon help thee to underſtand, how a 
believer may uſe it ina very harmleſs ſenſe. - 

8 The 
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The king promiſes rewards for godd pictures 
to miſerable foundlings, whom he has charitably 
brought up, and graciouſly admitted into his royal 
academy of painting : far from being maſters of 


their art, they can of themſelves do nothing but ſpoil 
canvas, and waſte colours by making monſtrous 
res: but the king's ſon, a perfect painter, by 


- hus father's leave, guides their hands, and by that 


mean good pictures are produced, tho' not ſo ex- 
cellent as they would have been, had not he made 
them by their ſtiff and clumſy hands, The kin 

however approves of them, and fixes the r 
of each picture according to its peculiar merit. If 
thou ſayeſt that the wats e owing all to his 
majeſty, and the prince's having freely guided their 


hands, they themſelves merit nothing; becauſe af- 


tcr all they have done, they are miſerable dawbers 
ſtill, and nothing is properly theirs but the imper- 
fections of the pictures, and therefore the king's 
reward, tho' it may be of promiſe, can never be of 
debt; I grant, I aſſert it. But if thou ſayeſt the good 
pictures have no mer:t, I beg leave to diſſent 7 
thee, and tell thee thou ſpeakeſt as unadviſedly for 
the king, as Job's friends did for God, For if the 
pictures have abſolutely no merit, doſt not thou 


greatly reflect upon the king's taſte and wiſdom in 
" ſaying that he rewards them? In the name of com- 
mon ſenſe, what is it he rewards ? The merit or de- 


merit of the work?” // 

But this is not all, if the pictures have no merit, 
what hath the king's ſon been doing ? Hath he loſt 
all his trouble in helping the novices to ſketch and 
finiſh them? Shall we deny the excellence of his 

rformance, becauſe they were concerned in it? 
Shall we be guilty of this glaring partiality any 
longer ? No, ſome Proteſtants will dare to judge 
righteous judgment, and acknowledge there 1s 


merit where Chriſt puts it, and where God rewards 


it, they will give konor to whom honor is due, even 


to him that worketh al the good in all his CN. | 
| or 
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For my part I intirely agree with the author of 
the minutes, and thank him for daring to break the 
ice of prejudice and bigotry among us, by reſtoring 
works of righteouſneſs to their deſerved glory, with- 
out detrafting from the glory of the Lord of righte- 
_ 1 am as much perſuaded that the grace of 
iſt merits in the works of his members, tho' they 
themſelves merit nothing but hell; as I am perſuaded 
that gold in the ore hath its intrinfic worth, tho! it 
is mixed with duſt and droſs, which are good for 
nothing. As there is but one Mediator, one pre- 
vailing interceſſor between God and us, even the man 
Chrift Jeſus; and nevertheleſs his Spirit in us mak- 
eln mnterceffion for us with groanngs which cannot be ut- 
tered ſo there is but one man whoſe works are 
truly meritorious; but when he works in us by 
his Spirit, our works cannot (fo far as he is con- 
cerned in them) but be in a ſenſe meritorious; be- 
cauſe they are, his works, Real Proteſtant, if thon 
denieſt this, thou maintaineſt an antichriſtian pro- 
poſition : namely, that Chriſt has loſt his power of 
meriting. Herein I muſt diſſent from thee, nor will 
the cry hereſy ! popery ! make me give up this fun- 
damental truth of chriſtianity, that 7eſus 1s the fame, 
he very fame deſerving Lord, yefterday, to-day and 
or ever, | 
In this evangelical view of things, the Redeemer 
is much exalted by the doctrine of the merit of good 
works; and belieyers are ſtill left in their native 
duſt to cry out, Not unto us, not unto us, but to thy name 
give we the. praiſe, In the light of this precious 
truth we ſee, and admire the indearing conteſt that 
is always, carried ori, between God's loving-kind- 
neſs, and the humble gratitude of believers, God 
ſays, Well done good and faithful ſervants, reap what 
ye have fown : ind they anſwer, Lord,, THY pound 
hath gained all; thou haf wrought all our works in us. 
God fays, They ſhall walk with me in white ; for they 
are WORTHY; and they reply, WorTay ts the Lanib 
that was flain, and hath waſhed us from our fins in his 
own blood, riſt wy faith by this gracious de- 


cla- 
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elaration, Thy faith hath ſaved thee and believers 
in their turn crown Chriſt by this true confeſſion, 
Not by works of 9 that we have done, but ac- 
cording to thy mercy thou haſt ſaved us : for thou haſt 
quickened us by thy Spirit when we were dead in fin, yca, 
thou didft redeem us unto God by thy blood hundreds of 
years before we had done any one good work, In 
a word, they juſtly give God all the glory of their 
falvation, agreeable to the firſt axiom in the'goſpel- 
plan, and God graciouſly gives them all the reward, 
according to the ſecond, _ ney 
And now, is it not pity that any good men ſhould, 
be io far biafled by the prejudices of their educa- 
tion, or influenced by the ſpirit of their party, as 
to account this delightful harmonizing view of 
evangclical truths a dreadfu] hereſy ? Is it not pity 
that by ſo doing they ſhould expoſe their prepo- 
ſeſſion, ſtrengthen the hands of Antinomians, Baden 
the hearts of Fapiſts, deprive their Saviour of part 
of the honor due to him, leave feeming contradic- 
tions in the ſcriptures unexplained, and trample 
under foot, as unworthy of their proteſtant- ortho- 
doxy, a powerful motive to obedience, by which 
neither Moſes nor Jeſus were above being influ- 
enced; for the one /ooked to the recompenſe of reward, 
and the other for the joy that was 5 before him both 
dęſpiſed the ſhame and endured the 6fofs. 


It may not be amiſs to illuſtrate what has been 


advanced upon the merit or rewardableneſs of 
Works, by ſcriptural inſtances of old and modern 
ſaints who have pleaded it before God. David 
{peaks thus in the 18th Pſalm. The Lord rewarded me 
according to my righteouſneſs, according to the cleannejs 
of my hands hath he recompenſed me I was upright be- 
fore him, therefore hath he recompenſed me according to 
my 1ighteoufſneſs, & e. And in the 119th Pfalm, bav- 
ing mentioned his ſpiritual comforts he fays, This 1 
. had nx causs, 1kept thy precepts. Another inſtance no 
leſs remarkable, 1s that of Hezekiah, who prayed 
thus in his ſickneſs. Remember now, O Lord, I beſcec 
thee, how I have walked before thee in truth, and 2 
| | n 


a 


NZ PA6APMpMMPY Mos ©, 


IF 


C37.) 
a perſect heart, and have done that which ts good in thy 
21 


We ſee inftances of this boldneſs in the New 18 
Teſtament alſo, Ve have left all to follow thee, ſaid once 171 
the diſciples to our Lord, and what all we have for f 
this ſacrifice? Jeſus inſtead of blaming their queſ- 13 
tion, ſimply told them they ſhould have an hundred 4 
fold for all they had left and made it a ſtanding 19 
rule of diſtribution for all the church. St. John 
_exhorts the elect lady to look to Her that fhe loſe not 
the things that fhe hath wrought, but recerve a full re- 
ward, And evangelical Paul deſires the Hebrews. 
not to caſt away their confidence, which hath great re- 
compenſe of reward, and charges the Coloſſians to fee 
ben DP beguile them of their reward in a voluntary 
| uy. | 
From theſe and the like ſcriptures I conclude, 
that thoſe who have a clear witneſs they have done 
what God commanded, may, without hereſy, hums--. 
bly demand the promiſed reward: which they can 
never do without this idea, that according to the: 
bo: of the gofpel-covenant, they are fit Pubjedts, 
It. 5 f | 
I know ſome will take the alarm; and'to fave 1 
the ark which they think totters by this doctrine- 1 
will affirm, that in the above-mentioned” paflages i 
David perſonates Chriſt : and Hezekiah the Pha- 
riſee. But this is contradicting the Whole context, 
to ſay nothing of all ſober commentators. Mr. 
Henry tells us that David in theſe verſes ' reflects 
& with comfort upon his own integrity, and re- 
& Joiceth, like St. Paul, in the teſtimony of hisown- 
& conſcience, that he had had his converſation in 
& godly fincerity. And he informs us, that tha 
Plalmift lays. down in this pſalm the rules of God's 
government that we may. know not only wha? 
A God expe s from us, but what we may expett 
from him. With regard to Hezekiah, it is plain 
his prayer was heard; a ſtrong proof that it was 
inſpired by the Spirit of Jeſus, and not that of the 
Phariſee. " | FE | 
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bit heures, Sir, the teſtimony of David, 


and Hezekiah, becauſe they were Jews, receive at 
teaſt that of real Proteſtants : for which we only 
need go as far as Bath or Talgarth pariſh : there 
we ſhall find chapels where the Proteſtants have 
agreed together, to aſk rewards as folemnly as ever 


David and Hezekiah did, In the hymns you have 


reviſed for another edition, and by that means made 
your own with reſpect to the doctrine, one is cal- 


culated to Welcome a meſſenger of Jeſus' grace” 


and all the congregation ings, 
Eive 7eward of grace and glory 
* To thy faithful labourer there.“ 

What, Sir, do you allow the labours of a mini- 
ſter to be of ſuch dignity, and his faithfulneſs to have 
ſuch uncommon merit, that x thouſand people can 

boldly aſk God a reward for him, and that not only 
g and temporal bleſſings, but of grace, and notonly 
* grace but pr 5 too! You have in thoſe two lines 
the very quinteſſence of the three grand hereſies of 
te minutes, fauthfulneſs, works and merit, Permit 
me to add one paſlage more, from page 312, of Bax- 
ter's Methodus Theolog:. Chriſtiane. | 
The word merit rightly explained is not amiſs, 
All the fathers of the primitive church have made 
ulſe of it, without eppolition, to the be of my re- 
membrance.— It may be uſed by believers who do 
not make a eloke for error, by wiſe men who will 
not be offended at it, and by thoſe who want to 
defend the truth, and convey clearer ideas in the 
explanation. of things intricate. There is no word 
that fully conveys the ſame idea: that which comes 
neareſt to it is dignity, and ſuſpicious perſons will 
not hke it much better. We have three words in 
the New Teſtament that come very near it ati, 
date dog, and Nu’ and they occur pretty frequently 
there. We render them 8 reward, and jufl; 
and the abuſe Papiſts make of them ought not to 
make us xeje& their uſe, © The Engliſh word worthy 
- conveys no other idea than that of the Latin word 
meritum taken actively: nor hath the word reward 

any 


! 
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tions, is 
Juſtiſy thoſe, who by their own confeſſion, neither feared 
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any other ſignification than the word meritum takers 
ppvoly: therefore they who can put a candid 
nſe upon the words worthy and reward ſhould do 
the ſame with regard to the word merit.“ . 
Having explained and vindicated the ſixth arti- 
cle of the minutes, I procecd to the N 


I 1 Va | 
7. The grand objection to one of the preceding propo- 
+ ara rom matter of fact. God does in fats 


od nor wrought righteouſneſs, 1s this an exception to 
tne rule ? | 
It is a doubt, if God makes any excepiton at all. But 


% 


how are we ſure, that the perſon in queſtion never did 
fear God and work righteouſneſs ? His own faying fo is 


not proof for we know, how all that are convinced of 


in undervalue themſelves in every eee, | 
Do you think, Sir, the hereſy of this propoſition 


conſiſts in intimating, that God does in fact Juftify 
thoſe who fear him, and not thoſe who make ablo- 
lutely no ſtop in the downward road of open ſin 


and flagrant iniquity ? If i does, I am ſure the ſa- 
.cred writers are heretics ta a man. See the account 
we have of converhons in the ſcripture ;. pleaſe to 


remember what Mr. W. means by juſtification, and 


then anſwer the following queſtions : 


Did not the prodigal ſon come to himfelf, repent, 
and return to his father, before he received the kiſs 
of peace? Did not the woman that was a ſinner 
forlake her wicked courſe of hfe, before our Lord 
laid to her, Go ix peace, thy funs ae forgiven thee ? 

Again, was not the woman of Samana convinc- 
ed of ſin, yea of all that ever ſie did, before our Lord 
revealed himſelf to her, to enable her to believe 
unto juſtification ? Did not Zaccheus evidence his 
fear of God, yea and work rightcouſneſs by hearty of- 
fers of reſtitution, before Chriſt teſtified that he 


was a,fou of Abraham ? Did not St. Paul expreſs his 
Tear of God, and readineſs to work righteouſneſs, 
when he cried out, Lord what wou!djt thou have me 


c. 
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to do? Yea did he not produce fruits meet for re- 


F pu # 


8 by praying three days and three nights, 
efore Ananias was ſent to direct him how to waſh 
away his fins ? Did not the Eunuch and Cornelius 
fear God ? Did not David himſelf, whom the apoſ- 
tle mentions as a grand inſtance of juſtifieation with- 
out the merit of works, fear God from his youth ? 
And when he had wrought folly in Ifrael, was he 
not humbled for his ſin, before he was waſhed 
from it? Did he not confeſs his crime and fay, 1 
have finned : before Nathan ſaid, The Lord hath put 
away thy fin ? | 
Does not St. Paul bimſelf earry Mr. W. 's hereſy 
ſo far as to ſay ? Whofoever among you feareth God, to 
you is the word of this ſalvation fent ? Acts xiii, 26, 
Muft we fo underſtand Rom. iv. 5; as to make him 
contradi& point blank his own declarations, his 
_ own experience, and the account of all the above- 
mentioned converſions? Certainly not. Thoſe words 
God juftifies the ungodly, and him that worketh not, but 
believeth in Nfus, when candidly explained, agree per- 
fectly with Mr. W. 's doctrine. 18 By the ungodly 
the Apoſtle does not mean the wicked that does not 
forfake his way: but the man, who before he be- 
Heved to juſtification was ungodly, and ſtill remains 
ungodly in the eve of the taw o works, needing daily 
forgivenefs by graee, even after he is made godly in 
a goſpel ſenſe. (2.) By him that worketh not, St, Paul 
does not mean a lazy, indolent wretch, who with- 
out any reluctance follows the ſtream of his corrupt 
natufe; but a penitent who, whatever works he 
does, has no dependance upon them, efteems them 
as nothing, yea, as dung and drofs in compariſon of 
the excellency of Chriſt- and in ſhort, one who does 
not work to merit or purchaſe his juſtification, but 
comes to receive that invaluable bleſſing as a free 
gift. (3.) That this is the meaning of the Apoſtle 
is evident from his adding, that he who worketh not, 
yet believet h. Fer if he took the word: worketh not, 
in an abſolute ſenſe, he could never make it agree 
wich believing, which is certainly a work, yea, 5 
"rf Wor 
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work of our nobleſt part; for with the REAR man 
believeth to 1gfuteouſn' fs. Add to this, Sir, that juſti- 
fying faith, as I obſerved before, never comes with- 
"out her fort runner, conviction, nor conviction 
of ſin without ſuitable tempers or inward works. 
ere is nothing, fays Dr. Owen, that I will more firmly 
' adhere to in this whole doctrine, than the neceſity of con- 
victions premous to true belteving—as allo drfplacency, 
forrow, fear, a deſire of deltverance, with other neceſſary 
effefts of true conuictions. St. Paul therefore is conſiſ- 
tent with himſelf, and Mr. W. with St. Paul. 
Again, if God juſtifies ſinners merely as ungodly, 
and people that work not, why ſhould he not juſtify 
all finners? For they are all ungodly, and there is 
none of them that does good, no not one? Why did 
not the Phariſce, for example, go to his houſe juſtify'd 
as well as the Publican ? You will probably anſwer, 
that he was not convinced of fm, Why, Sir, this 
is juſt what Mr. W. maintains: expreſs yourſelf in St. 
Peter's words, he did not fear God—or in thoſe of 
John the Baptiſt, he did not bring forth fruit meet 
for repentance, | 
Should ſome aſk, what works meet for repentance 
did the woman caught in adultery do, before our 
Lord juſtify'd her? I would aſk in my turn; How 
do they know that the Lord juſtify'd her? Do they 
conclude it from thoſe words, Neither do I condemn 
thee ? Does not the context ſhow, that as the Pha- 
riſees had not condemned her to be ſtoned, according 
to the Mofaic law, neither would our Lord take 
upon hinfelf to pafs ſentence upon her, according 
to his declaration on another occation: I am not 
ent to condemn the world, but that the world thro' me 
might be ſaved ? This by no means implies, that the 
world is juſtify'd in St. Paul's ſenſe, Rom, v. 1. 
But ſuppoſing ſhe was juſtify'd, how do you know, 
that our Lord's words, writing, looks, and grace 
had not brought her to godly ſhame and ſorrow, 
that is, to the fear of God, and the working of inter- 
nal righteouſneſs, before he gave her the peace that 
| paſſes all underſtanding ? 4 Let 
8 After 
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take the liberty to appeal to the word of God. 
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Alter all, Mr. W. ſays with modeſty and wil- 


dom, It is a doubt whether Ged makes any exception at 
all and it lies upon you, to ſhow there is in theſe 
words any thing contrary, to the humility of the 
true chriftian, and orthodoxy of the ſound divine: 
but pleaſe to remember, that if you judge of ortho- 
doxy according to the works of Dr, Criſp ; we will 


But you make perhaps Mr, W.'s hereſy in this 
. propoſition conſiſt in his.refuſing to take the word 


of perſons convinced of ſin, when they ſay they 


never feared God nor worked righteouſneſs. For 
- we'know,. ſays he, how all that are convinced of fin un- 
| N in e 8 5 

Had Mr. W. imagined, that ſome chziftian friends, 


| (O my God. fave me from ſuch friendſhip /] would 
leave no ſtone unturned to procure a copy of his 


minutes, in order to find ſome occaſion againſt him, 
he would. probably. have worded this with more 
eirecumſpection. But he wrote for real friends: and 
he knew fuch would at once enter into his mean- 
ing, which is, that © Perſons deeply convinced of 


- fin are apt very apt to, form a wrong judgment both 


of their Nate and to. think the 


performances, an 


worſt of themſelves in every reſpe&; that is, both 
with regard to what divine grace 


in them, and 


them.“ | | be prone op 57 
And this is ſo obvious a truth, that he muſt be a 


novice indeed in chriſtian experience, who doubts 
af it for a moment; and a great lover of difput 


— ting, 
who will make a man an for ſo true an aſ- 
ſertion. Do not we daily fee, ſome in whom the 
arrows of conviction tick faſt, who think they are 


as much paſt recovery as Satan himſelf ? Do not we 
hear others complain, © they grow worſe and worſe,” 


when they only diſcover more and more how bad 
they are by nature ? And are there not ſome who 


bind upon themſelves heavy burdens of their own 


„and when they cannot. bear them are tor- 
in their conſcience with. imaginary guilt : 


maki 
ment 


while others are ready to go diſtracted thro' 1 
| | 5 el. 
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lefs fears of having committed the fin againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt? In a word, do we not ſee hundreds, 
who when 'they have reaſon to hope well of them- 
ſelves, think there is no hope for them ? In all 
theſe reſpects do they not act like Jonah in the 
whale's belly, and ſay, I am caft out of thy fight ? 
And have not they need to encourage themſelves in 
their God, and ſay Why art thou cafl down O my foul? 
But let your conſcience ſpeak, Sir, on this mat- 
ter, When ſome deep mourners have complained. 
to you, of their miſery, danger, and deſperate ſtate, 
did you never drop a word of comfort to this effect, 
Fou undervalue yourſelves ; you write too bitter things 
againſt yourſelves, your caſe is not ſo bad as your 
unbelieving fears repreſent it: God's thoughts are 
not as your thoughts: many like the fooliſh virgins 
think themſelves fure of heaven, when they ſtand 
on the brink of hell; and many think they are juſt 
dropping into it, who are not far from the king- 
dom of God Ih | | 
Yea, and as it is with real ſeekers, ſo it is with 
real believers. Did not they undervalue, yea de- 
grade themſelves by the remains of their unbelief, 
or which 1s the ſame, did they live up to their dig- 
nity, and every where conſider themſelves as mem- 
bers of Chriſt, children of God, and inheritors of the 
kingdom of heaven, what manner of perſons, yea what 
angels would they be in all holy converſation ! | 
Sometimes their light ſhines with peculiar luſtre | 
like Moſes” face, — they know it not. Thouſands 
fete their good works and glorify their Father who 1s in 
heaven, but the matter 1s hid from them ; they com- 
_ rhaps they are the moſt unprofitable of all 
is children. Let me inſtance in one particular; St. 
Paul, Mr. Whitefield, and thouſands of the bright- 
eſt ſtars of the church, have called themſelves both 
the chief of finners, and the lea all ſaints, Now, 
as in 225 there is but one lil rel can be cal- 
led the firſt, or the laſt: fo, in the very nature of 
things, there can be but one man in the immenſe 
ile of Chriſt's ſoldiers, that is actually the chief of 
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Fnners and the cf of all ſaints : if a thouſand be- 


lievers therefore lay thoſe two appellations belong 
to themſelves, it 1s evident that at leaſt 99g under- 
value themſelves. For my part I cannot — think 
they ſuit me ten thouſand times better than they 
did St. Paul: I muſt therefore inſolently think 
myſelf a leſs ſinner and a greater ſaint, than him; 
or of neceſſity believe that he, and all that are par- 
takers of the ſame convincing grace, undervalue them- 
 felves in every reſhect. | 


One more atticle remains, and if it does not con- T 
tain the dreadful hereſy, which hitherto we have * 
looked for in vain, the minutes are from firſt to laſt 0! 


by aps ts tA... 
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ſcripturally orthodox, and you have given Church- in 
men and Diſſenters a falle alarm. 2 
| | | ar 

| VIII, CC 
8. Does not talking of a juſtified and ſanctiſied th 
feate, tend to miflead men ? Almoſt naturally leading re 
them to truſt in what was done in one moment? Whereas ſus 
we are every hour, and every moment pleaſing or diſplea ſ- 2 
ing to God ACCORDING TO OUR WORKS? According Gt 
to the whale of our inward tempers and outward beha- ear 
tiour. 5 | * I'h 
To do this propoſition juſtice, and prevent miſ- Ar 
underſtandings, 3 premiſe ſome obſervations. inf 


(1. ) Mr. W. is not againſt perſons talking of Juſti- bo 
fication and ſancłiſication in a ſcriptural ſenſe: for 
"when he knows the tree by the fruits, he ſays himſelf || Wit: 


| to his flock, as St. Paul did to the Corinthians, d 
ſome of you ave ſanthfied and juſtified. Nor does he, I wit 
deny that God juſtifies a penitent ſinner in @ mo- eve 

ment, and that in a moment he can manifeſt hime!f chi] 

| unto his beheving people as he does not to the world, begu 
and give them an inheritance among them that are ſanc- our 
Gl tified thro faith in Jeſus. His objection reſpects on- nor 
| ly the idea entertained by ſome and countenanc- end 
ed by others, that when God forgives us our fins, en t 

he introduces us into a tate where we are unaltera- r! 

bly fixed in his bleſſed favour, and for ever ſtamp- hatl 

ed with his holy image: ſo that it matters no longer ¶ fare 

. __. whether acco 
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whether the tree is barren or not, whether it pro- 
duces good or bad fruit; it was ſet at ſuch a time, 
and therefore it muſt be a tree of righteouſneſs ſtill. 
A concluſion directly contrary to the words of our 
Lord and his beloved diſciple- By thert Frei ye ſhall 
know them. Every branch in me that beareth not 
fruit (much more that beareth evil fruit) my Father 
{aketh away. 

(2.) Permit me, Sir, to obſerve alſo, that Mr. W. has 
many perſons in his ſocieties (and would to God there 
were none in ours) who profeſs they were juſtified 
or ſanctified in a moment; but inſtead of truſting 
in the living God, fo truft to what was done in THAT 
moment, as to give over taking up thetr croſs daily, 
and watching unto en er with all perſeverance, Ihe 
conſequences are deplorable ; they ſlide back into 
the ſpirit of the world; and their tempers are no more 
regulated by the meek, gentle, humble love of Je- 
ſus. Some inquire with the Heathens, What ſhaft 
w2 eat and what ſnall we drink to pleaſe ourſelves ? 


Others evidently love the world lay up treaſures on 


earth, or aſk Wherewith ſhall we be fafſnonady cloathed ? 
Therefore the love of the Father is not in them, — 
And not a few are /ed captive by the devil at tis will: 
influenced by his unkappy ſuggeſtions, they har- 
bour bitterneſs, malice, and revenge; none is in 
the right but themſelves, and“ wiſdom ſhall die 
with them.“ | 

Now, Si? Mr. W. cannot but fear, it is not well 
with perſons who are in any of theſe caſes: though 
every body ſhould join to extol them as “ dear 
children of God.” he is perſuaded that Satan has 
bexuiled them as he did Eve, and he adreſſes them as 
our Lord did the angel of the church of Sardis, 7 
know thy works, that thou haft a name tat thou liveſt; 
end art dead or dying: Kepent therefore, and ftrength- 
en the things whath remain, that ar: ready lo et; 
for I have not found thy works perfect before God, He 
hath the word of prophecy, which he thinks more 


{ure than the opinion of a world of profeſſors; and 


according to that word he fees, that ihey who are led 
11 oy 
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by the Spirit of God are the ſons of God, and that God's 
'Spirit does not lead into the vanities of the world, 
or indulgence of fleſhly luſts, any more than into 
the pride or malice of Satan, Nor does he think 
that thoſe are not under the law, who can merrily 
laugh at the law, and pals jeſts upon Moſes the 
venerable ſervant of God: but with St. Paul he 
allerts, that when people are wnder grace and not 
wnder the law, fin hath not dominiom over them, With 


Oar Lord he declares, He who-commutteth fan is the 


fervant of fin ; and with his Prophet that God 18 
of purer eyes than to behold iniquity with the leaſt de- 
gree of approbation. In ſhort he believes that God 


; being unchangeable in his holineſs, cannot but al- 


ways love righteouſneſs and hate miquity : and that as 
the heart 1s.continually working either iniquity or 
righteouſneſs, and as God cannot but be pleaſed at 
the one and diſpleaſed at the other, he is continu- 
ally pleaſed.or diſpleaſed with us, according to the 
workings of our eier and.the fruits which they 
outwardly produce. 8 5 
Perhaps you object to the word every moment. 
But why ſhould you, Sir? If it is not every moment, 
it is never, If God does not approve holineſ, and 
diſapprove hn every moment, he never does it, for 
he changes not. If he does it only now and then, 
he us ſuch an one as ourſelves; for even wicked men 
will approve righteoulnels and condemn unrighte- 
euinels by fits and ftarts, I may every moment har- 
Þour malice in my heart, and ſo commit internal 
murder. If God winks at this one inſtant, why 
not two? Ana ſo on to days, months, and years? 
Does the duration of moral evil conſtitute fin ? May 
not I be guilty of the greateſt enormity in the twink- 
ling of an eye? Andis it not the ordinary property 
of the moſt horrid crimes, fuch as robbery and adul- 
tery, that they are ſoon finiſhed, 
Do not ſay. Sir, that this doctrine ſets aſide ſalva- 
tion by Earth; it is highly conſiſtent with it. He 
that, in God's account, docs the beſt works, hath 


moſt ſaith, molt of the ſap of eternal life that flows 


from 
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from the heavenly vine: and he that has moſt faith, 
has molt of Chriſt's likeneſs, and is of courſe inoft 
ales to God, who cannot but be pleaſed with 
-Hriſt and his living image. On the other hand, 
he that in God's account does the worſt works, and 
has the worſt tempers, has moſt unbelief. He that 
has moſt unbelief, is moſt like his father the devil; 
and muſt conſequently be moſt diſpleaſing to him 
that accepts us in the Beloved, and not in the wicked 
one. 
HFaving premiſed thoſe obſervations I come cloſer 
to the point, and aſſert, that if we are not every 
moment pleaſing or diſpleaſing to God, according to 
the works of our hearts and hands, you muſt ſect 
your ſeal to the following abſurdities: 

1. God is angry with the wicked (cl 1um) all the day, 
and yet there are moments in which he 1s not angry 
at them. (2.) Lot pleaſed God as much in thoſe 
moments in which he 'got drunk and committed 
inceſt with his daughters, as in the day he exerciſ- 
ed hoſpitality towards the difguiſed angels. ( 3.) Da- 
vid did not diſpleaſe God more when he committed 
adultery with Bathſheba, and imbrued his heart in 
her huſband's blood, than when he danced before 
the ark, or compoſed the 10g pſalm. (4.) Solomon 
Was as acceptable to God in the moment his wives 
turned away his heart after other go1s, as when he 
choſe wiſdom, and his fheeck pleaſed the Lord when 
he went after the goddeſs Aſtoreth, and built an high 
place to bloody Molech; as when he repreſented 
our Melchiſedee, and dedicated the temple. (5.) 
gun you muſt ſet your ſeal to theſe propoſitions 
of Pr. Crilp. From the time thy tranſgreſſions 
& were laid upon Chriſt, thou ceaſeſt to be a tranſ- 
greſſor to the laſt hour of thy life; ſo that now 
© thou art not an idolater, thou art not a thief, &c. 
thou art not a finful perſon, whatſoever fin thou 

committeſt. Again, God does no longer ſtand 
offended nor difpleaſed, tho' a believer, after he 
is a believer, do ſin often: except he will be of- 


© fended where there is no cauſe to be offended, 
| H 2; IO + which 


(33 ) 
* which is blaſphemy to ſpeak.” Yet again, © It is 


C thought that ele& perſons are in a damnable eſtate, 


in the time they walk in exceſs of riot; let me 
* ſpeak freely to you, that the Lord has no more to 
lay to the charge of an ele& perſon, yet in the 
* heightof iniquity, and in the excels of riot, and 
* committing all the abominations that can be com- 
+ mitted,'—* There is no time but ſuch a perſon is 
* child of God.” (6.) In ſhort, Sir, you muſt be of 
the ſentiment of the wildeſt Antinomian I ever knew, 
who becauſe he had once a bright manifeſtation of 
ardon, not only concludes he is ſafe, tho” he lives 
in ſin, but aſſerts, God would no more be diſpleaſed 
with him for whoring and ſtealing than for pray- 
ing and receiving the ſacrament. | 

Again, It 1s an important truth, that we 2 
e God for a time, and yet afterwards diſpleaſe 

im. St. Paul mentions thoſe who by putting away 
& good conſcience, concerning faith have made ſhipwreck, 
and therefore pleaſe God no longer, feeing that 
without faith it ts impoſſible to pleaſe him. | 

Of this the Iſraelites are a remarkable inſtance, 
' They did all drink of that ſpiritual rock that followed 
them, (and that rock was Chriſt.) Yet with many of 
#hem God was NOT WELL PLEASED : then comes the 
proof of the divine diſpleaſure ; for they were over- 
thrown in the wilderneſs : Now, adds the Apoſtle, theſe 
things happened unto them for examples, and they are 
written for our admonition, that we ſhould not luſt after 
evil things, and tempt Chriſt, as they did. Therefore 
tet im that thinketh he ſtandethi take heed left, after their 
example, he fall into wilful fin, the divine difplea- 
fure, and utter deſtruction. 

Our Lord teaches the ſame doctrine both by pa- 
rables, and poſitive aſſertions, He gives us the 
hiſtory of a man to whom his Lord and King com- 
paſſionately forgave à debt of ten thouſand talents : 
this ungrateful wretch by not forgiving his fellow- 
ſervant who owed him a hundred pence, forfeited his 
own pardon, and drew upon himſelf the king's 


heavieſt difpleaſure, for he was wroth, and delivered 
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him to the tormentors till he — hay all that was due 
to him : and to the eternal overthrow of Dr. Criſp's 
faſhionable tenets, our Lord adds, So likewiſe ſhall 
my Father do unto yuu, if ye from your hearts forgive 
not every one has brother their treſpaſſes.” Agreeably 
to this he alluxed his diſciples that his Father pru- 
net every branch in him that beareth fruit, and taketh 
away every one that beareth not fruit; and to ſhe how 
far this diſpleaſure may proceed, he obſerves, that 
ſuch a barren branch is caft forth, is withered, gather- 
ed, caft into the fire and burned. 

Here, Sir, I might add all thoſe ſcriptures that 
teſtify the poſſibility of falling away from the di- 
vine favour; I might bring the alarming inſtances 
of thoſe apoſtates, who once taſted the gaod word of 
God, and the powers of the world to come, and aftter- 
wards fell from their ſtedfaſt neſt, loft their reward, he- 
came enemies to God by wicked works, hated the li l 
which once they rejoiced in, becauſe it reproved (heir 
evil deeds ; trod under foot the Son of God, forgat they 
were waſhed from ther old fins, and counted the Hl of 
Chriſt wherewnth they were ſanctiſied an unholy thing. 
But I refer you, Sir, to the two John Goodw ins 


of the age, the Rev. Mr. Weſley, and the Rev. 
Mr. Sellon, who have fo cut down and ſtripped 


the Criſpian orthodoxy, that ſome people think it 
actually lies without either root, bark, or branches, 


expoſecd to the view of thoſe who have courage 


eno0!1gh to ſee and think for themſelves, 


Should all they have advanced, to ſheys that we: 


are every hour and every moment pleaſing or dil- 
pleaſing to God, according to our internal and ex- 
ternal works, have no weight with yon; let me 
conclude by producing the teſtimony of two re- 
ſpeQable divines, againſt whom you will not enter 
a proteſt. % | 

The one is the Rector of Loughrea. You tell 
us, Sir, in your ſermons, page 88, that the accep- 
tance of Cornelius was net abſolutely final and dect- 
fe; and you add, So long as we continue in the jlejh,. 
we are doubtleſs in a probationary ſtate. Even after 
Cornelius had been ended with the Holy, Ghoſt, had he 
| II 3. 0H 


_ 


„ 


vilfully done deſpite to the Spirit of grace, he might have 
(not only difpleaſed God which is all Mr. W. aſſerts 
in this propoſition, but) fallen as deep into perdition 
as ever Judas did. | : 

I know one, Sir, who was burned as a dreadful 
heretic, that did not go farther in this hereſy than 
you do; And that 1s good biſhop Latimer; who 
not only affirmed, that Chrift ſued as much blood for 
Judas as he did for Peter, but roundly aſſerted, He 
may one time be in the book and another out, as it ab- 
heareth by David who was written in the book of life ; 
but when he finned (which by the bye we may do 
every moment) he at the ſame time was out of the fa- 
vour of God until he had repented ; out of Chrift who ts 
the boch in whach all believers are written: Lat. Serm. 
on the 3d Sunday after Epiph. a 

Thus, Sir, have I looked out for the herefy, the 
dreadful here of Mr. W.'s minutes, by bringing all 
the propoſitions they contain to the touch-ſtone of 
ſeripture and common ſenſe : but inſtead of find- 
ing it, I have found the very marrow of the goſ- 
— of Chriſt, ſo far as it is oppofed to Dr. Criſp's 
Antinomian goſpel; which at this time would over- 
flow our little Sion, if God did not fit above the 
water floods, and ſay to the proudeſt billows of 
error, Hitherto ſhall ye come and no. farther. I have 
mewed that the minutes contain nothing but what 
is truly ſcriptural, and nothing but what the beſt 
Calviniſt divines have themſelves directly or in- 
directly afferted : except perhaps the ſixth propo- 
fition concerning the merit of works: and with 
reſpec to this 1 hope I have demonſtrated upon 
rational and evangelical principles, that Mr. W. 
far from bringing in a damnable hereſy, bath done the 
goſpel juftice, and proteſtantiſm fervice, by can- 
diidly giving up an ald preudice equally contrary 

to ſcripture and goed ſenſe a piece of bigotry which 
hath long hardened the Papifts againſt the doc- 
tri ne of falvation by the merit of Chriſt, and hath 
added inconceivable ſtrength to the Antinomian 
deluſton among us. One difficulty remains, ans 
Es | at 
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that is, to account for your attacking Mr. W. the? — 
you could not wound him without ſtabbing your- $4 
felf. Reſerving my refle&ions upon this amazing fi 
{tep for another letter. | FI 


I remain, 
Your aſtoniſhed ſervant in the bonds: 
of a peaceful goſpel, 
EE J. F. 


FIFTH LETTER. 


Hon, and Rev, Sr, 


JAVING vindicated both ſome important doe- 


* 


trines of the goſpel, and an eminent ſervant 
of Chriſt from the charge of dreadful here; 1 will 
now take the liberty of a friend to expoſtulate a 
little with you. | IS 
When Brutus among other Senators ruſhed upon 
Cæſar, the venerable general, as he wrapped him- 
ſelf in his mantle, juſt faid, + And art thou alſo a- 
mong them? Even thou, my fon ?“ May not Mr, 
W. addreſs you, Sir, in the ſame words, and add, 


« Ifa body of men muſt be raiſed to attack me, let 


ſome zealous follower of Dr. Criſp, ſome hot-head- 
ed vindicator of reprobation md eternal juſti fica- 


tion blow the trumpet, and put himſelf at their bead: 


but let it not be you, who believe with me that we 
are moral agents; that God is love; that Jeſus tated 
death for every man; and that the holy Spirit ſhall 
not always ſtrive with ſinners, If you do not re- 
gard my reputation, conſider at leaſt your own; and 
expoſe me not as an heretic for advancing propoſi- 
tions, the ſubſtance of which you have avowed be- 
fore the ſun,” 

But had thofe propoſitions at l-ngth appeared to 
you unſound, yea, and had you never maintained 
them yourſelf, ſhould you not as a Chriſtian and a 
brother,” have wrote to him, acquainted him wi:h 
your objettions, and deſired him to ſolve them and 


explain himſelf, or you ſhould be obliged publicly 


to expoſe him ? 
Was this condeſcenſion, more than was due from 
you, Sir, and our other friends, to a grey-headed 
miniſter 


693 


miniſter of Chriſt, an old general in the armies of 
Emanuel, a Father who has children capable of in- 
ftrufting even maſters in Iſrael; and one whom God 
made the firſt and principal inſtrument of the late 
revival of internal religion in our church ? 

Inſtead of this friendly method, as if you was a 
Barak, commanded by the Lord God of Ifrael, you cal 
together the chaldren of NVephtali and Zebulon : you 
convene from England and Wales, Clergy, and 
Laity, Churchmen and Diſſenters, to meet you at 
Briſtol, where they are, it ſeems, to be entertained 
in good and free quarters. And for what grand 
expedition. Why, on a day appointed; you-are to 
march up in a body; not to attack Siſera and His iron 
chariots, but an old Caleb, who, without meddling 
with you, quietly goes on to the conqueſt of Ca- 
naan : not to defire in a friendly manner, after a 
fair debate of every propofition that appears dan- 
gerous, and upon previous convittion, that What 
Is exceptionable may be | ah up; but to do what L 
think was never done by nominal, much leſs b 
real Proteſtants, —O let it not be told in Rome, eſk 
the ſons ef the Inquiſition rejoice ! This mixed, 
this formidable body is to ini upon Mr. W. and 
the preachers in his connection, formally recanting 
their minutes, as appearing injurious to the very fun- 
damental principles of Chriftianity, and being dread- 
Fully heretical, And this, aſtoniſhing! without the 
leaſt inquiry made into their meaning and defign— 
without a ſhadow of authority from our ſuperiors 
in church or ſtate—without an appeal to the law 
and to the teftimony— without form of proceſs—with- 
out judge or jury—without ſo much as allowing 
the poor heretics, (who are condemned fix weeks 
before they can poſſibly be heard) to anſwer for 
themſelves ! 

As I was fortunate enough to ſtop ſome months. 
ago ſuch raſh proceedings in Wales, permit me, 
Sir, to bear my teſtimony againſt them in England, 
and to tell you they execed the late tranſactions in 

Re 5 Edmund- 
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Edmund-Hall. The fix ſtudents, againſt whom Ik. 

wrath was gone forth, were allowed to ſay what Fe 
they could in their own defence, before they were 

ſentenced, as unfit members of a literary ſociety. ar 
Likewiſe the Vice-Chancellor had the ſtatutes of ar 
the Univerſity. of Oxford, ſeeming to countenance th 
his proceedings: but what ſtatute of the Univerſity | 
of Jeſus can you produce, even to ſave appearances? vi 
Surely not that which the Papiſts make ſuch uſe of, I go 
Compel them to come in; for I am perſuaded that al- an 
tho' Clergy and Laity, Churchmen and Diſſenters, Im. 
are convened to go in a body to Mr. W.'s confe- th 
rence, you mean no external compulfion., Much ge 
leſs are you authorized to infſe upon his owning the 
himſelf a heretic, by theſe words of the Apoſtle, As I hit 
.much as lieth in you live peaceably with all men, and ¶ by 
eſteem. miniſters highly in love for their works-fake — | 
Neither by his command, An heret:c after the firſ® em 
and fecond admonition reject; for you have neither I qe 
proved Mr. W. an heretic, nor once admoniſhed || ve 
him as ſuch. | be: 
Surely our Lord will not ſmile upon your under- tur 
taking; for he has left his ſentiments upon record, | «cr, 
the reverſe of your practice. He had ſaid, Whoſo- old 
ever ſhall receive, not provoke, one of ſuch children in my ] dre 
name, receiveth me. But Ihn anſwer'd him ſaying, Maj- me 
ter, we ſaw one caſting out devils in thy name, and we for- lan 
bad him, becauſe he followeth not with us. Forbid him not, ty? 
_ Jaid Jeſus, for there is no man who can do a miracle in | yer 
my name that can lightly. ſpeaꝶ evil of me. Feſtus him- nea 

ſelf, tho' a poor heathen, will diſapprove of ſuch a to 
Rep. It is not the manner of the Romans, ſays he, to 8 
deliver any man to die, (or to inſiſt on his publicly J mir 
giving up his reputation, which in ſome caſes is in þ 
worle than death) before that he who is accuſed, have is d. 
the accufers face to face, and have licence to anſwer for I 
-hamfelf concerning the crime laid againſt him. he Son 
Iordlineſs of your procedure, Sir, even exceeds, in Þ are 
one reſpect, the ſeverity of the council of Con- N ufeq 
ſtance; where poor Jerom of Prague had leave to I prin 
plead his own cauſe, before he was obliged to ac- hop! 
: 5 knowledge 
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knowledge himſelf an heretic, and make a 
recantation of the propoſitions he had advanced. 


Beſides, how could you on Sir, that Mr. W. 


and the preachers who fhall aſſemble with him, 
are ſuch weak men, as tamely to acknowledge 
themſelves heretics upon your ipſe dixit? Suppoſe 
Mr. W. took it in his head to convene all the di- 
vines that diſapprove the extract of Zanchius, to 
go with him in a body to Mr. Toplady's chapel, 
and demand a formal recantation ef that perſor- 
mance, as heretical : yea, to inſiſt upon it, before 
they had © meaſured fwords or broken a pike to- 
gether; would not the tranſlator of Zanchius from 
the ramparts of common ſenſe deſervedly laugh at 
him, and aſk whether he thought to frighten him 
by his proteſts, and bully him into orthodoxy p 

O Sir, have we not fightings enough without, to 
employ all our time and ftrength ? Muſt we alſo 
declare war and promote fightings within ? Muſt 
we catch at every opportunity to ſtab one another, 
becauſe the livery of truth which we wear is not 
turned up in the ſame manner? What can be more 
cruel than this? What can be more cutting to an 
old miniſter of Chriſt, than to be traduced as a 
dreadful heretic, in printed letters ſent to the beſt 
men in the land, yea, thro” all England and Scot- 
land, and ſigned by a perſon of your rank and pie- 
ty? To have things that he knows not, that he ne- 
ver meant, laid to his charge, and diſperſed far and 
near? While he is gone to a neighbouring kingdom, 
to * Jeſus Chriſt, to have his friends prejudi- 
ced, his foes elevated, and tlie fruit of his extenſive 
miniſtry at the point of being blaſted ? Put yourſelf 
in his place, Sir, and you will ſee that the wound 
1s deep and reaches the very heart. 

I can apologize for the other real Proteſtants. 
Some are utter ſtrangers to polemic divinity; others 
are biaſſed by Calviniſm : and one, whoſe name is 
uſed, never ſaw your circular letter 'till it was in 
print, But what can I fay for you, Sir ? Againſt 
hope I muſt believe in hope, that an unaccountable 

panic | 
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panic influenced your mind, and deprived you for 


-a time of the calmneſs and candor which adorn your 
natural temper, If this is the caſe, may you act 
with leſs percipitancy for the future. And may the 
ehiarity that hopeth all things, belicueth all things, does 
not provoke, and is not provoked, rule in our hearts 
and lives. So ſhall the Heathen world drop their 
uſt objections againſt our unhappy diviſions, and 
once more be forced to cry out, See how t lee Chri- 
trans love] And ſo ſhall we give over trying to dif 
turb or pull down a part of the church of Chriſt, 
becauſe we diſlike the colour of the ſtones with 
which it is built; or becauſe our fellow-builders 
cannot pronounce Shibboleth juſt as we do. 

One word more about Mr. W. and I have done. 
Ol the two greateſt, and moſt uſeful miniſters I 
ever knew, one is no more. The other, after 
amazing Jabours, flies ſtill with unwearied dili- 
gence thro' the three kingdoms, calling ſinners to 
repentance, and to the healing fountain of Jeſus 
blood. Tho' opprefſed with the weight of near 
90 years, and the care of near thirty thouſand ſouls, 
he ſhames ftill, by his unabatcd zcal and immcule 
labours, all the young miniſters in England, per- 
haps in Chriſtendom. He has generally blown the 


golpel-trump, and rode twenty miles, before moſt _ 


of the profeſſors who deſpiſe his labours have left 
their aowny pillow. As he begins the day, the 
week, the year, ſo he concludes them, ſtill intent 
upon extenſive ſervices for the glory of the Re- 
deemer, and the good of ſouls, And ſhall we light- 
ly lift up our pens, our tongues, our hands againſt 
him? No, let them rather forget their cunning, If 
we wil quarrel, can we find no body to fall out 
with, bit the miniſter upon whom God puts the 
reateſt honor? 

Our Elijah has lately been tranſlated to heaven. 
Grey-headed Eliſha is yet awhile continued upon 
earth. And ſhall we make an hurry and noiſe, to 
bring in railing accuſations againſt him with more 


facccls? While we pretend to a peculiar zeal for 
| Chriſt's 
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Chriſt's glory, ſhall the very ſame ſpirit be found 


in us, which made his perſecutors ſay, He hath ſpo- 
ken blaſphemy, = Hereſy) what need we any farther 
witneſſes ? Shall the ſons of the Prophets, ſhall even 
children in grace and knowledge, openly traduce the 
venerable ſeer and his abundant labours ? When 
they ſee him run upon his Lord's errands, ſhalF 
they cry, not go up thy bald head, but Go up thow 
heretic? O Jeſus of Nazareth, thou rejected of 
men, thou who waſt once called a deceiver of the 
people, ſuffer it not; leſt the ranging bear of perſe- 
cution come ſuddenly out of the wood upon thoſe 
ſons. of diſcord, and tear them in pieces! 

And ſuppoſe a- Noah, an old preacher of righte- 
ouſneſs, ſhould have really nodded under the in- 
fluence of an honeſt miſtake, ſhall we act a worſe 


part than that of Canaan ? Shall we make ſport of 
the nakedneſs which we fay he has diſcloſed, When 


we have boldly uncovered it ourſelves? O God, 
do not thou permit it, leſt a curſe of pride, ſelf. 
ſufficiency, bigotry, Antinomianiſm and bitter zeal 
cCne upon us; and leſt the children begotten by 
our unind preaching and unloving n, Ol . 
in our ſteps and inherit our propogated puniſhment L 

Rather may the bleſſing of pgace-makers be ours: 
may the meck, loving Spirit of Jeſus fill our hearts £ 
May ſtreams, not of the bitter waters which cauſe 
the cuife, but of the living water which gladdens 
the city 'of God, flow from our Catholic breaſts, 
and put out the fire of wild zeal and Perſecuting 
malice, May we know when Sion 1s really in 
danger: and when the accuſer of the brethren gives 
a falſe alarm to diſturb the peace of the church, and 
turn the ſtream of ST lovely, and loving re- 
ligion, into the miry channel of obſtinate Hat, 
imperious bigotry, and noiſy, vain jangling. And 
may we at laſt unanimouſly worſhip together in the 
temple of peace, inſtead of ſtriving for the maſtery 
in the houſe of diſcord! 
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Should this public attempt to ſtop the war which 


has been publicly declared, be in any degree ſuc- 


ceſsful— ſhould it check a little the forwardneſs 
that has lately appeared to ſtir up contention, un- 
der pretence of oppoſing hereſy—ſhould it make 
warm men willing to let the light of their modera- 
tion ſhine before men, and to keep a conſcience 
void of offence towards their neighbours, inſtead of 


_ openly oppoſing their liberty of conſeience—ſhould 


it cauſe the good that is in an eminent ſervant of 
Chriſt to be leſs evil ſpoken of—And above all, 
ſhould it convince any, of the great impropriety of 
expoſing precious truths as dreadful hereſies; and 
of prefering the goſpel of Dr. Criſp, to the truth 
as it is in Jeſus :—I ſball be leſs grieved at having 
been obliged to expoſtulate with you, Sir, in this 
ublic manner. | 

In hopes this will be the caſe, and with a heart 

full of ardent. wiſhes that all our unhappy diviſions 


may end in a greater union. I remain, 


. 
_ _ 
— 


< 
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| Your obedient ſervant, in the peaceable 


Hon. and Rev. Sir, 


goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, 
1 f. 
July 29, 1771. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 
a HE date of the. preceding Letters ſhews, that- 


they were wrote before the late 1 2 
being deſigned to be publicly read at that lime. 
But not being ſent ſoon 2 to the Printer, they 
were not finiſſled till the Conference uas ended. 
It was then doubted, Whether it would not be need- 
leſs to publiſh them? But it ſeemed to be need/ul 

w/l, 1. To remove the ill impreſſions which had 
been made by the Circular Letter, both in England, 
Scotland and Ireland : And a. To give ſome check 
to the Antinomianiſin, which is flill ſpreading. 
throughout the three-hingdoms. 


E R N A T A; 


P. 4, 1. 187 read taught us.— p. 6, I. 3. read if God. 
p- 15, 1. laſt but one, dele, but not. p. 18. 1. 2, read trea- 
ſurelt, - p. 23, 1. 31. dele, fornication. p. 6g, 1. 12, read tho? 
they. -p. 64, 1. 33, read Here, ceaſing. p. 75, 1. 37, read 
our works, - p. 77, 1. 39, read prayer. p. 78. l. 19, read 
only of, — p. 93, 1. 14, read Siſera.— p. 94, I. 19, after ad- 
monition, inlert, rejeci. | 
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